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8 c E N E. L The North Parade at Bath, bo. 


i Enter Mineral, "ad F WY wth a news faper i in bis 
band. 


a > Mineral: 5 ph, 
7 8 there any Kang in the papers, Barriſter — HO 

1 Furn. Nothing but medical noſtrums, and liſts of 
idle company at theſe watering places. — One would 
think the whole kingdom was infected with the plague. 

[Giving Mineral the neaus- paper. 

Min. With two at leaſt, credulity and diſſipation. 5 

Furn. By both which, doctor we thrive, and have 
therefore no reaſon to complain. 5 

Min. I don't know that: — they are uſeful. rod 5 
to you liberal adventurers, who depend on the doctrine N 
of chances. 

Fur n. Ay, and to you medical advent tao. 
The ptactice of phyſick depends as much on the doc- 
trine of chances as that of gaming. Beſides, credulit 
breeds quacks, as diſſipation does gameſters; and both 
ma; become too general for us regular practitionets. 

Min. They may ſo ;—but you ſeem, Barrifter, to 
have thrown up the cards, with regard to public par- 
ties at leaſt ;—you play a higher game, [I ſuppoſe, i in 
private; eh !— 

Furn. Why, faith, cards and dice are but paultry 
tools in the hands of a real artiſt, The paſſions and 


A 2 ö foibles 


Fur Ib W D iN 155 


foibles of mankind are not only more effectual, but 
more entertaining implements. 


Min. True, — but you can play 8 them at the 


card table ; [ have een 179 do he Barriſter T have 


ſeen you doi it. 8 
Fur n. What, IAG you were at the ſame g me 


doctor ?=Ah! Vou ſpiders of the faculty ſpin your 
thread as fine as any of the fraternity ; woe be to 9 


poor flies that are entangled in your web. 

Min. Nay, but we 9 do let our patients 
recover. 

Furn. Ay, ſometimes; as we gameſters let novices: 
win, and for the ſame reaſon ; ; to hook them only deep- 


er into play. Do you ever cure any body of TIL. : 
| to Bath? I a of re, | 


Min, Why, to be oo we 6 ſome regard t to the” 
proſperity of the corporation; - 3M 

Furn. And to your own doctor. Every crazy EN, 
ſtitution that arrives, becomes to you phyſicians a god 
annuity ; a copyhold inheritance, of which you are 
tenants for life. For your own fakes, therefore, vou 


muſt keep the tottering tenements. from tumbling; But 
that's all: if you patch them up to ſtand wind and 


weather, from ſeaſon to ſeaſon, it is as much as you 


require. A thorough repair Wii wn on a writ of 


ejeQment, and undo you. N 
Min. Nay, Barriſter, vou ate now too . 55 
you think the faculty quite void of the milk of human. 
kindneſs? Have we no nature? ad 5 | 
Furn. The milk of human 1 5 15 hat. WW ! ha ! 


Ves, yes, you make a fine milch cow of vor na- 
tute indeed. —But come let us hear 3 WhO are our new 


comers? 
Min. Ay, let us 8 the: een 3 


| arrived ſince our laſt, the duke and ducheſs of Dangle 


court; the earl and counteſs of Squander-field ; count 
Splenetic ; baron Podagra ; lord and lady Dupe ; lord 
Courtly. SD, Pray, is not that he, who had ſuch an 


ill run the laſt meeting at New- market? 


Furn. The ſame; —ſix thouſand upon Cinierack, 
and four upon Silver Legs — faith the tuif was a 


little cruel to him, conſidering the ſtate of us finances, . 
| Miu. ö 


$ 


_ 1 < 


TRE wiDowD wirg. +». i 


\ Min, $0 1 ſuppoſe he has now mortgaged his eſtate, 
5 is come to take his revenge of New-market races, 
on the rooms at Bath. 
Furn. Entre nous, doctor, his eſtate was dipped | 
before: but let that go no farther. I am under obliga- 


tions to his lordſhip, and have the honour of his canfi- 


dence.—Have we any more of the right honourables? 
Min. No,—but commoners, like herrings at Shet- 
land in ſhoals. —{Reads again.] Sir Peregrine Peeviſh, 


and lady; Mr. alderman Lombard; Mr. and Mrs. 
Fretful; - the two Miſs Drinkwaters; Maſter and Miſs 


Ricketty ; ; and fo on, with Mr. and Mrs; Maſter and 
Miſs, to the end of the FAY e een you "HOW ay 


.of theſe I have mentioned? 


Furn. Yes, the alderman is conſigned to me; $ do. 


you know him da at 445 42 3 £ 5 £69 


Min. Oh, very well. I was called i in when 8 5 


laſt at Bath, and found him laid up with the gout 

We ſet him upon his legs again with difficulty, in a 
month. But the boiſterous wretch ſwore our fees were 
ſo exorbitant, that he would hobble upon crutches 


through the ward of Cripplegate all his life-time, ſoon- 


et than be fo fleeced again, by any water-doQors | 15 


| Chriſtendom. — 


Alt know ehe is a kind of wit. 


Furn. Ha ba, ha well ſaid Mr. Aldermanz. ow 
He is come: down 
now to ftand candidate for a vacant borough here in the 
Weſt; to which he is gone over, to ſhew himſelf to 
the conſtituents. He is recommended to me by our 


old friend Scrutiny Canvaſs, of Lincoln s-Inn; who 
tells me the curmudgeon rolls in wealth, and, 'though 
covetous as a miſer in any laudable purſuit, is laviſh as 
a prodigal i in the proſecution of any abſurd project of 
his own; at preſent, it ſeems, he is diſpoſed to empty 


his coffers to get into parliament; ſo that if money 
will effect it, he is in a fair way of becoming a limb 


of the legiſlative body of Great-Britain. 
Min. And a lame one he is likely to prove; horn. 
ever, I wiſh you ſucceſs with _ eee here . 


comes... 
Furn. As 1 expected. He was to meet me here, on 


his . to ſettle the buſineſs of the canvaſs. 


. Mun. 
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Min. Well I ſhall only juſt. renew my enn. 
tance, and take leave of you. - 

Furn. Nay, I believe you need. not withdraw. 1 
ſhall affect no ſecrets; for whenever a man wants to 
take the advantage of another, his ſureſt mode of de- 

(pv is he appearance of openneſs and plain-dealing. 
| {Mineral wwalks to the back of the age and 
puts the news paper in his e 

Enter Alderman Lombaid. | | 
Furn, Mr. Alderman, your bumble ſervant, — 
Lomb, Oh! counſellor! your ſervant.— Well 1 
| F ut—| ſeeing Mineral] you are not alone, J ſee. 

Furn. Only a particular friend of mine, and I find 
an old acquaintance of yours too, Mr. Alderman. 
Min. [coming forward] Mr. Lombard your moſt 
obſequious. — Tom I have the fatisfaQion to lee. Ju 
well. 

Lomb. Oh, your ſervant, doctor, your- 3 — 
Bhs Tolerably well, I thank you ; my ſupporters arepretty 
ſtout at preſent, if you can reap any ſatisfaction from 
9 that.—I do from feeling it, I aſſure ou. 
[Stamps fturdily on "Et 
Min, And I from bearing it, believe me, Al 
wan. 
. Lamb. Indged, doctor, I can't ; but no l . 
| —I don't come to Bath this time to be made ſuch a el 
of as I was the laſt. 
Min. [Afide.] It will be mall for you 1 you ate not 
made a worſe, conlidering how much better hands you. 
Hime fallen into. 
Lob. Won'd you thiok-it, Squire Fanatec whin I 
was hete two years ago, this worthy: phyſician and his 
aſſociates had the conſcience to take above a hundred 

guineas of me, only for amin the 8 oue: of my 
6 | 777. 

Min. A violent paroxyſm 0 ho gout. | 

Lomb. You gave it that formidable name id 5 
enhance the merit of your preſcriptions 3 but what 
did: you adminiſter but a dozen ot two of innocent Kg 
flops, and as many gallons of 1 warm en 
fl - OY more! e : 


« % 
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Min. Oh, Sir! Mr. Lombatd's'was a bad caſe, a very 

. bad caſe indeed! we had frequent conſultation of the 
faculty upon it. 
Lomb. Ves, yes, my caſe was a bad one ſute enough, | 
for while you and your accomplices had your hand in 


my purſe, and merited the diſcipline of the horſe-pond, | 


you hurried me without mercy to be duck'd and pump'd 


like a pick- pocket. 
Min. You are pleafed to be farcaftical, Mr. Lom- 


bard; but when t e fit returns, I ſhall find you of dif- 
ferent opinion. So, till then, your moſt obſequious 


humble ſervant, , . (Exit. 
Lomb. Oh! good day to you, M55 
Furn. I am ſorry, Mr. Alderman, you were ſo ſe- 


vere on my friend Mineral. The doctor has more 
intereſt in the Wonen 10 Gluttonbury, than Fou 


imagine. 


Lomb. Has he * 


Furn. He cures the mayor nd akicimes: * at leaſt | 


a en ſurfeits in a fone. They cannot pelllÞly ove 
without: him. 


Lomb. Odſo, I am ſorry for that: a yet 1000 


partly glad of it too; as you ſay he is yout friend, you 


may eaſily excuſe my raillery; — tell him it is my way, 
that's an excuſe for any thing, you know: or egad, 


for the matter of that, if I thought 'trwbu'd ſecure him 


in our intereſt, I'd be taken with oh touch of the | 


gout to-morrow morning. 
Furn, Not juſt now, Mr. Alete if you p eaſe. 


Electioneering is buſtling work, and if we ond 


be hard run, you may have a 1 for K b feet, you 


: knO . 
Lomb. Ha! ba! ha! —vell, — have been % 


Gluttonbury! * 5 
Furn. I hope to good purpoſe, Mr. Atderiadh. 


principal town's: people the next day. Accordingly I 


| l ſpeech ready for them at my inn, over night, 
— 9 „„ e 


Comb. Egad, I am afraid, te very little. You ſhall | 
Judge. As I was quite a firanger i in the place, I na- 
turally inquired, you know, for the mayor of the cor- 
| poration; who received me kindly enough for a 


ſtranger, and civilly offered to call a meeting of the 


— — a 
* ——ẽ—U—é—ẽ ⁵ '³łũm— — — ꝙ—— . ̃ ͤ— ..ug] — U— ²—- 2 — ———— — — ů — ): 
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| aſſured them, as uſual on theſe occaſions, of my rin | 


| talked to them a good deal about the conftitution, + 


ſeen ſome of our greateſt ſpeakers talk themſelves out 


didate? He is a man of war, 1 I find ;—does be row 


and met his worſhip with Mr. recorder, and the i noe a 
the town-hall, in the morning. ; kts > 
Furn. Good. 53 I 

Lomb. Ay, ſo far ſo good: put you ſhall heat 


attachment to my king and country in general, and-o 7 Fj 
my regard for Gluttonbury in particular. Ther 5 . 


the revolution, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion, and All 33 
that; —— giving them, now and'then, a little ths 85 


and property, trade and proſperity, and ſo forth: and; 
egad upon the whole, I thought I Mg hon uy on. 


with energy. | EE 
Furn. And what effect had it? E 
Lomb. No effect at Who N. we 07 a UTE 
Furn. No! Fi BAL TIE 8 
. No. 
Furn. You ſurprize me. 
Lomb. No effect at all i in the N "Sir 1 ante 

you. You may well be ſurprized, indeed. | 38 
Furn. And yet, its not ſo very ſurprizing neither : : 8 

Oratory, like every thing elſe, has its day. We have 


£47 oy 


of breath, till they talked themſelves out of credit; 
For, after all, words are but wind, you know, Mr. 
Alderman. lad you no bank paper about you? 


a written plea has ſometimes a better effect than one 
delivered viva voce; not at all the rhetorical flouriſhes 


of Cicero and Demoſthenes put together, have half 


the pathos of the plain hand- writing of three or four 
pry elerks in Thread-needle- ſtreet; bank notes, 


* 
TE 


ank-notes, Mr. Lombard, are now a- days, the. only 
Prevailing arguments. 327 5 

Lomb. Egad, Mr. F. araiyal; 1 begin to think we ci- 
tizens don't rightly underſtand theſe matters.—You ' 
gentlemen of the law know how to go about them 
much better. For my part, Town it is a little out of 
my way. All I can fay therefore is, that if you will 
undertake the canvaſs, you ſhall want no materials, 
that J can furniſh.— But, pray, what is my rival can- 


N 


_ 
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- ay} weigh t of metal —Has he the ſummum donum 


æbout him? ha! 1 15 


Friurn. It ſeems he has a good Aae Sir, beſi des his 
cen non He bears a very great character in the 
neighbourhood. They tell me he is a patriot, a man 
of public ſpirit, one whoſe motto is Dulce et decorum 
Tomb. pro patria morum. Ha! Mr. Furnival. 
| 1 I remember the paſſage; — have. conftrued it for- 
merly at Merchant-Taylor's = tho', by _the way, I 
remember, I thought it Aigbey ally, eben in thoſe days. 
Die for one's country ha, ha, ha !—That might be 
patriotiſm among the ancient Romans; but we mo- 
dein pattiots lire ty wok our dee "ME. * urnival.. 
Ha, ha, hat” 
Furn. Ha, he, kay very welt; very 1 indeed; 


Mr. Lombard. hut, as to men of your antagoniſt's ; 
profeſſion; they are bound in honour, you know, to- 


die at the word of command without grumbling. 7 


+ Lomb. Right, counſellor, right ;— ve what—heh bas 


. # regiment, hs! is a colonel I think. !: 


' Fura, A bloody- minded colonel; I affure you; Mr. 


Lomburd ; one who makes it his boaſt, that be ivreadyi 


do ſpill the laſt drop in his-veins, in defence of his con - 


Kituents, | He'll bleed for em, Mr. Lombard. 


Lomb. Bleed for them! Ha, ha; ha! Ves, yes, he 
mulſt bleed for them, and that pretty freely tos, let me 
det kim, if he intends to ſtand the poll with me. —But 
| ſtay, here's company coming: ' ſuppoſe we adjourit to 


my lodgings, and there ſettle our plan of buſineſs. 
© Furn; Or to mine, Sir, which are nearer" 6791 , 1 


N With all my heart. [ Ereunt. 


i; C E N. E. II. Mrs. MS, 2 
1 \\ExterNancith, and Sophia. 


e. * couſin Sophy! your papa, I. find; is ar- 


riyed at Bath; wer ſhall nd ſee what account you will 
Sive of yourſelf, for having contracted a violent incli- 


nation for a man without his knowledge.; and that too 


Hor a man whom he never ſaw. 


Soph. I contract a violent inclination for a man, Nar- 
cine ! what, [ ſuppoſe, becauſe Colonel, —_ has * 


+ bis viſits- _ 4 e of late ! 
A 


* ee 


a 5 . : OE en 
: k : : * 35 bt 
; F : 
ALY <A 
* % #4 : 
5 * I? 
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« 
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| Narc. Nay, nay, it is too late to retrat now. It _ - 


to no purpoſe to play the prude with me, or the co- 
quet with him any longer. Have not you ſaid an 


hundred times, that you preferred colonel Camply 0 = 


all the men in the world? 
Soph. I muſt have talked in my ſleep then, Narciſſa: 


— 


for I am certain my tongue never ſo deten my, heart | 


while I was waking. 


Marc. Oho! you confeſs, TOM it Ds Lows 7 Y 


trayed your heart, if it had ret ſo, Sad couſia 


Sophy ! 
Sab. Plhaw, that's provoking now. 


Marc. Ha, ha, ha! a little flip of that MT WG | 


my dear.—But make yourſelf eaſy for waking or ſleep- 
ing, I believe it is ve 1 innocent of betraying your re- 
gard for colonel Camply, my information is founded on 


better authority, I aſſure you. Thoſe ſpeaking eyes of 
yours, Sophy, are apter tell-tales.— What you reckon, - 


nothing, it ſeems, on the inſignificant nods, expfeſ- 
five ſmiles, and languiching looks, the colonel and you 


have been reciprocally exchanging. theſe three N 8 


— 


Soph. Go, go, you area "giddy girl, N 1 


Narc. And you a ſober, ſtay'd, prudent, Furs 


gentlewoman, juſt turn'd of twenty] Prithee caſt off 
this formality, of countenance, | and leave it to the wear 


of mincing abigails, and maiden aunts, with their other 


weather-beaten remnants of antiquity. I tell vou it 
does not at all become a girl hardly out of her teens, 
and little older than my ſelf. Believe me, thoſe. who 
affect to be grave when they are young, will be glad 


to be merry when they are old; rao me, my dear, hh 


but Tam = little in ſpirits this mornin 2 


9 Indeed Fay have MH AACR ailing flow of 


V 7 We 


7 * Ws not 1 2 bit: come $4 How: is it to 


be? The colonel will break the matter, I ſuppoſe, to 
your father; the bargain will be ſtruck, the match 


huſtled up, cloaths bought. jewels preſented, and the 
day fix d ee i I ſhall be all impatience till it 


be . and we ſtand up to dance at your wedding. 


I have not had a country 5 no not this half cen- 


6 tury, as lady Pedigree ſays. 8 : Sopb. ; 


| 


: — 


3 
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05. And yet this buſineſs, which you ſeem to have 
. ſo expeditiouſſy, may be longer in ſettling 
than you e if, indeed, it be ever ſettled at all. 
=" "Nirt." Hey day! What's the matter now? Your 
| 16yer and eh ate, I am ſure, ſo far agreed, that you 
| _ need only tell each other your minds ; if you have not 
done it already. He has a fine fortune of his qwn, 
and is fatisfied with yours, though not a penny be 
added to your grandfather's legacy. And then your 
papa, who loves you fo tenderly as to ſee you once a 
year, and write to you by ſome of his clerks once a 
quarter, will hardly plead PET fondneſs, to keep 
you longer on his hands. : 
Soph. I don't know how it will be. There is like to 
be a ſtrange revolution in my father's affairs. I dee 
he is going to be matried himſelf. 

Wart. Himſelf! well, but 1 hope hel be 0 good 15 
ts ſee you married firſt. 

Soßphb. At the fame time, I Spore; my har; to Gs 
charges; for I hear he has partly made up a match for 
me with ſome noble lord —— [Sighs. 

Narc. And de you ſigh for that, Sophy? Now for 
my part, were I in your caſe, I ſhould think it mighty 
_ clever ; that is, on a ſuppoſition the lord were deſerv- 
ing of the lady. For as you have no violent inelina- 
tion, you know, for colonel Camply, it is an eafy mat- 

ter to break through a light one for a private gentle- 
man, in favour of a peer. O gad, that I had but an 
independent fortune of thirty thouſand pounds, as ybu 
have, and that two or three of theſe lords wou'd pay 
1 their court to me! : 
' Soph. Why, what wou'd'you do ? Wou'd you have 5 
one of them? 
Wurc. Yes, if 1 liked them well enough. . 8 
wiſe I fiould be apt to fhew myſelf” a daughter of Eve; 
and repeat the firſt ſin of diſobedience, if any father 
of mine ſhould take upon him to know what 1 hk'd 
better than I did myſelf. But why do I talk ?=Poor 
1. that am dependent, and can expect barely half e 


Soph. Have yet a e for one admirer, ad 
— for another, WIE cer a lord of them all. 


Nare, | : 
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| Narc. I don't ſay that. I have not the vanity to gow⸗ ; 
pare Mr. Melmoth, my Sir Frederic that may be, = 


the flower of the Britiſh nobility ; tho? I own I Won 
nat exchange him for the beſt of the bunch of baronets. - 


But yonder comes the colonel, in his uſual NEL 


ſaunter, with his hands in his boſom, and ſuch a lM 
tential countenance! What, in the name. of w 


can be the matter with him now? Had you a FN 4 
with him Jaſt night ? Did he win of you at cards, tear, © 8 


the mount of your fan, tread upon the train of your - 
your new.ſack, or make a loud whiſper of a ſecret that. 


has been publicl y talked of among your eee 
for theſe four months ? 


_ Soph. Prithee, what can that be, Narciſſa? ; 5 : 85 
Narc. Oh! the old ſtory, man's conſtancy and Wo- 


man's caprice, the ſubject of half the love ſongs. and 
halfpenny ballads that has been chanted ſince Cupid 


was an arch wag, and his mother an errant jilt. Upon 


my word, Sophy, you ſometimes treat that poor gentle- 
man very ill; and if you don't behave more conſiſtent- 


ly. I will as ſurely tell. him, as it is true, that your, 
'cruelty is all affected; that you are as much in love 
With bim, as he is with you; and in ſhort, that you 
doat on him to abſurdity. —Therefore look to it, Sophy,, 
look to it. Exit. 


Seb. Go ah ways, my chearful, chatty, e 
coula. | 


| Enter Colonel Camply. 
- Soph. Good morrow, colonel. 


Camp. My deareſt Sophia, good morrow. . | 


JET it. 


Camp. It is impoſſible I ſhould not be concerned e S 
every accident that throws an obſtacle i in the ey, be⸗ = 


3 8 me and my Sophia. 


Saph. Oh, Sir, obſtacles are to be se d ;—the 8 


more difficulty the more honour. 
Camp. Yes, Madam, and the more danger too. * 
. Soph. O ves. bologet] a ler age be He of 
| ae 8 | | 
| Arai e my + p48 755 5 1 r den 


. 
89 „ * = £ SILLS 


Wy 


© Soph. You look grave, Mr. Camply —|[Afide.] 8 5 
L,guefs, the, reaſon, and will for once, divert myſelf 8 


| "Y bt 
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e of whatever I may be apprehenſive, Madre 
| 1 fear none but that of loſing you. 3; 
« * Soph. And is there any danger of that? Methinks 1 
 hhould be glad of an accident of that kind, that T 
„ might ſee Ow gallantly you wou'd behave on the oc- 
= 0 For, to ſay the truth I have been fo ſp 1 
_ of givitg you trouble, colonel, that, if T ſhould yiel 
„ 1 afraid you would hardly ſet any ſtore by what 
3 dcoſt you ſo very, very little pains in the acquiſition. 
Cam. How can you take a delight, Sophia, in n giving 
pain to a heart ſo intitely devoted to your pleat fare?” 
Soph. Poor heart ! well, come, tell us its grievaiice, 
What is the matter with it? What are theſe dreadful 
obſtacles you talk of ? Are they of my raiſing? 
Camp. No, my deareſt Sophia, I have ſo much cone 
fidence in your generoſity, that I believe F-ſhould: not 
be much uneaſy at any difficulties of your ſtartinng || 
| Soph; Indeed that is tolerably preſuming, nd erer, — 
; colonel, and confident enough in all conſcience. **Yet, - || 
| whatever ou may think, Sir, thoſe obſtacles wou d be . || 
the hardeſt for you to remove, T aſſure you; and, %u ke 
may depend on it, tw ill be your on fault, if any di 
ficulties, thrown in the way by others,: prove either „ 
formidable or dangerous, . 


Camp. Kind, generous Sophia! a thouſand pk 
let me thank thee: for that aſſurance. [Seizes her band, 


| _ 1 er 1 bv REN i this Nr Ong venues 5 


q * < : » AT * * e „ 4 
Wr aer n e Ae 2 5 
* — 2 ancr 35 822 WE, s 
— r * N Nee. 
* * aww” Y xs 


The have Ward Led, ul be to no manner of pur- 
4 mou n f e $1791 
1 Soph. What, you n Heard; 1 grole, chat he 


: nde to marry me to a title. 
Camp. I have, Sophia; and this piece of intelliprine- | 
is attended with that of another unlucky circumftance: -Þ || | 
Mr. Lombard is come down to canvaſs in-the Loney . nt 

Sg The which I have declared myſelf a candidate. | 
- Soph. Call you that an hs circumſtance ? If 


you. 


8 


FA 
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you have a mind to take any ady Alge e ct 4 7 


* 1 
yp $5 N 
FZ I , 

7 4 


on the contrary, prove a lucky one; for! if er 
any thing of my father, he will certainly give — + 


you all his authority over his daughter Bophy; 1 


will give up to him all your intereſt in — — 


SGluttonbury.— And, indeed, now I think on, you are 
rather too young, colonel, for a fenator.—Beſides,: I 
ſhould not chuſe to have à huſband taken up with! the 


buſineſs of the nation, when he ſhould on ä in 


mine. 


humble ſervant, when you are ſo ready” 5 enter into 

the ſervice of your conſtituents. 
Cam. By heavens, Madam, if you eite 1. 
Soph, You'd give up your country for your iniſtreſs, 


© XS 4 
«LEN "i g 
4 . be. 
E 
4A ” N 9 
1 * 
A 1 


ene, | 60 A 
Soph. It ſeems as if you trades to e no Bene my ; 


I ſuppoſe.—I thank you, Sir.—No, no, colonel; I did 


but jeſt with you; I am not fo unreaſonable as that 
comes to neither. Here's my hand; I have made my 
election ; do you go and do your beſt to make ſute of 
> hi ſtay, I was juſt going to take my Chocolate; 
Will you drink a diſh before you go ? 

Camp. With pleaſure, Madam,—My deareſt IN 
-pÞhia !— - [Exeunt. 

4 Enter Mrs. Mi Idmay. and Narciſſa. 

Marc. Bleſs. me, mama, what harm can there 15 in 
ce indulgence of alittle harmleſs mirth ? Is it pak 
ny chearfulneſs can give any body offence ? 

Mrs. Mild. Lam fearful, my dear, leſt it ſhould offend 
potiddy: ſo much as yourſelf. When I was of your age, 


J was juſt ſuch another wild unthinking thing as v . 


are. Careleſs of cenſure, and e a When vue while 


I preſerved my innocence, I might laugh at decorum, 


as mere formality; but the world is, come to ſuch 4 


unleſs we ſeem ſo. — 


— And in what do 1 e ſo heinoady: 2 PE 


_ paſs, Narciſſa, that virtue itſelf is often of leſs-codfe> 
_ quence to the peace and: happineſs: of our lives than 
the appearance of it. It is not enough to be n 


madam ?. In laughing at the rueful dejection of the 


| Powe ere ws or in S to the ad- 
25 192) 1 * 29 — dee, 
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| rides of: Mr. Melmoth, to hem Jen, have dener 
before made any objection. 
Mrs. Mild. It is true, my i 1 3 90 ce 
none, becauſe I wou'd not aſſume too great an influence 
| over you, in making a choice of ſo much importance 
ts the future happineſs of your life. But I ſhou'd but 
ill diſcharge the duty of a mother, Narciſſa, if I did 
not Fg 4 and that without any particular objection 
to Mr. Melmoth, that I think you would be much hap- 
pier with my lord Courtly, who hath made the faireſt 
offers, and of whoſe regard for you, lam, name 
than ever convinced. 1 
Ware. I am obliged to lord Courtly, Madam, for J 
his good opinion e and under other circumſtances” 
he might poſſibly have had leſs reaſon to Com panes of 
Pp indifference. ._ 2 
Mes, Mild. Well, my dear, 1 only ſpeak my Cent 5 
ments. I have no objection to your engaging the aß 
—fections or encouraging the addreſſes of any deſetvigg 
| lover; but I muſt inſiſt on your indulging . 
in raillery, at the expence of your friends. 
- Narec: But 1 ſhou'd think, Madam, one's friends | 
Were be the leaſt apt to take offence, and that the 
behaviour you complain of might de. a d abe 
to put their: frĩiendſhip to the proof. 


by woful experience, the danger of trifling withaa heatt 

that loves one. Ittwas this fatal indiforetion- in: me 

that gave riſe to a groundleſs jealouſy in the breaſt of 

the fondeſt of bunch, und N you of the tender N 

| affeQions of a father. ; 

” Marr. I am happy, Vladas, iy having. that los ” 

well ſupplied by -yours,' that Lnever felt it; but, my 
dear mama, hy do you ſo. ofterivtouck of late on this 

| ſubjeR? You know it always makes you melan — 

If: my father were living, ene ee is Wnely 5 

le. 10 T1436 t 935% > HiwW 1 "Ro 

Mrs. Mild. And yet] 455 Sond of a certainty that | 

he is dead; tho 1 own?cs, moſt probable, as I learned - 
he:embarked for India near twelve years ago, and, as 1 

© before have told you, I have not once heard of him fince. _ 

| Us . What N Madam, Fo: GS not retain his 

5 ES name 


* 2 { 


- * 
* * ©. 
33 
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Mrs. Mild. Then you think-wrong; Nereida; Ange x 5h 


„ E 2 
„ 
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name] for now, if even living, and anxious for t eko 
 ciliation, his patienee might. de exhauſted in fruitleſs 
Inquiries after you. Ye 

"Mrs. Mild. Under the forgotten nome & Wildmi 


ant 
"rue, Narciſſa; but your rigid uncle, to!whoſe kind> 
neſs weare nevertheleſs — far our whole fortune, 
ſo highly reſented your father's injurious uſage of me, 
that he inſiſted on my renouncing the name, and, if 
ſſible, even the: pb of a man who had ſo ervelly 
Frage me . © 
Marc. And yet 1 hive: bend you ay, my father was | 
not altogether to blame. 7 
Mrs. Mild. No, my dear Narciffa. It is the — 9 
tion of the ſhare I had in contributing to that fatal ſe- 
aration that diftreſſes me. It is that which makes me 
look upon your union with Frederic Melmoth, under 
the moſt fearful apprehenſions, leſt a ſimilar diſpoſition | 
to mine, ; ſhou'd make you fall into the ſame 'ercors.— 
| Good heav'n! what wou'd have become of us; if my 
relations, ſatisfied of the innocence of my condu&, had 
not forgiven its abſurdity, and continued their protec- 
tion to me after the departure of Mr. Wildman . 
unhappy Wildman !. fond, frantic, man And yet 
_ favoured as I have been ever by them, how have I ſince 
lived. in the eye world in a ſtate of ſolitary, neglect - 
ed, doubtful widowhood -I had once a ſon too, and 
3 brother; but whether he be living, or loſt 0 
us for ever, with his father, heav'n 0%, Hang Fr}. 
* Narc. Nay, my dear mama, you now carry. * 


; furmiſes too far. You certainly, do us wrong to indulge: 


ur melancholy, as I my. chearfulneſs.. AN 
Mrs. Mild. I cannot he it, Narciſſa. In y vou "A 


hopes are now all. centered. Let me not be deprived. 


of the only comfort: Wn in the Pio en o 111 58 


Marc. Be LS mama, that 1 


140 on on as. 
you ſhall not. I will check the vivacity 0! 


mw nope 


| and be mote on the reſerve; | 33 


Mrs. Mild. Do, my dear, and in return be aſſu1 IR 
12 I ſhall be no farther an advocate for lord Courtly, 5 
"_ * merit W N But | 08 mult; 8 "* 8h * 


4 * 
3 
7 
A 


fill indulging a wiſh, that you had leſs paitiality for 
young. Melmoth. _ 

Narc. Indeed, madam, he is poſſeſſed of ſo muck 

goodneſs of heart, that 1 ſhou'd hope it out of bs 
power to make a bad huſband. 

Mrs. Mild. hope id too but the goodneſs of a man's 
heart, Narciſſa, is not always a ſufficient guard againſt 
the impetuoſity of his e 3 witneſs Four . 


i father. OLE 4 


Ware. Pray, mama, no more, I beg.of you. 
Leet us join the colonel and my cou 

. Me We I baye done wy Ge Hcl the way. 
Leun. | 


o 


4 . ; 4 I l 
. 8 8 Fog 1 e * 43 we , $5" * 'Þ- a 8 3 FPS rer J 7 WR" SS 4 4 2 
wy *# * — 
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Aer U. b 
8 0 E NE 1. » bung Melmoth's 10 i 
Enter Lombard, followed by a ſervant in ' livery. 


Tale DIY Lombard, (as he enters.) 4 004 ap a 
| or know whether your maſter be at home} | 


; be. 


vir. 


"and His geutteinan “ eh !—What the ſopercilions 


| coxcomb with the ftarch phyz, that called at my lodg- 
ings s this morning, I ſuppoſe. An affeQed, formal 
aſc 


all had a good mind to have broken his head, 

Sor the flippancy of his tongue, and the imper tinent 
gravity of his Countelignee'; ee fend him ty 
me then „ 


IV. Here Mr. Syllogiſin comes, Sir. li 
Enter SylloyMin 

"Lomb. Is your maſter within, fellow ? | | 

© hike Sir, my godfathers youu me a name, and you 
fe I wear'my own livery... 

Lomb. But you have a maſter notwithſtanding ſuch 
a one as he is. 
Sylleg. True, Sir, ſuck as hes is; talis qualis; ; hens, - 
| non een nec et He EY more. "7 In 
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in S0phy.— 


Serv. Mr. Syllogiſm, his gentleman, is at home, | 


: 
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than of his tutor, and is too grateful to treat me as 4 
mental. _ -- 

Lomb. Zounds, Sir, was not you at my gi an 
hour ago, with a draught from rederic Aon, 8 
Don t you ſerve him? N 

Syllog. Faithfully, and all his ſecrets keep. N 5 

Lomb. Is it a ſecret then if he be within 

FCyllog. None, Sir, unleſs he were within, and' ha 
| there might be a doubt whether he was within or h. 
But when he is actually gone out, Sir, there's no myſ- 
tery in the caſe; ; it is as Clear as 0 that he is 
not at home. 

Lomb. What pedantic puppy are you! Dome kuch- 
penny caſuiſt that our young ſpendthrift picked up 
among the ſtarving book-worms at college, I ſu 

Syllog. Iwas indeed a ſervitor at Brazen-Noſe when 
| Mr. Melmoth was matriculated. 
| Lomb. And was W for a pimp. when he v was 
ruſticated for a rake :: hgaa! 

Syllag. I can't deny, Sir, that I took more to I an 
either of us did to our books; and, being thought too 
diſorderly to enter into orders, I determined to aban- 
don ſhort commons and the claflicks, to ' follow the 
fortunes of my young maſter, That, Sir, is my. k- | 
tory. 

Lomb. And ſo you may now deſervediy ſtarve were 
ther. Tell your maſter that from me. 

Syllog. I hope Sir, you are not going It ig 0 
very civil a meſſage, that I ſhould take it as a particu- 
lat favour if you might be prevailed on to ſtay a mi- 
nute or two, and tell him yourſelf IL expect him in 
every moment to dreſs: fo that if your worſhip! pleaſes = 
to ſtep into the next room, and juſt ſit down a little, — 

Lomb. I think I will : as J have ſomething to fay to 
him.— Aſide ] —that may prevent his troubling 'me 

with any more of his draughts. Exit. 

Hllog. Now, if any thing ſhould: 3 touched the 
deart of this old Turk, and ſent him hicher with the 
money for the bill he refuſed to accept Jan now =r | 
ee here comes my maſter.. * 
Enter Tvung Melmot. ; 
7. Melm. Well, Sfp, have you deleted the 
| e | 


855 
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| draught, with nn toalderman Lombard, 7 


as J ordered you 
Sylag. Les, Sir; and he accepted the compliments 
eve exon but the Gang itſelf he has n 
7 5 d. . 
. Melm. Proteſted Die 5 
Syllag. Why, Sir, he proteſted he would not pay it; 


and tho ugh there was no notary by, am afraid. he 


will be as good as his word. 

. Melm. Impertinent !. This covetous old . 
pee bear the thoughts of my nn my father's mo- 
ney, though he gets ſo much per cent. for its remittance. 
r id FO tell him I was under an immediate neceſlity 

or it? 


.  Syllog. 1 did, Sir; and for chat Fed 0 he laid, it; de 


d no other, he would not accept It. 


V. Melm. What can the penutious old ERNST mean? 


Slleg. So I thought to myſelf, Sir, exactly! What 
| canthis penucious old ſcoundrel mean, thought I.— 
But to fave us both the trouble of gueſling, Sit, ſup- 
poſe we aſk him: he is but in the next room, waiting 
Jour bonour's return . 


. Melm.. Why did you not tell me that before? Go 


and let him ale IT am here. Exit Syllogiſm.] 
What can have brought the churl hiches ? good man- 


ners, or ill nature ? k muſt be the latter 5 ler of the | 


former, he has not a ſingle grain— 
Re-enter Lombard and Syllogiſm.. 
Lomb. Well, young gentleman- 
T. Melm..1 think not quite ſo well, old gentleman. 


— OT 
- F4 . 4 


 Yourefuſed, it ſeems, to enen 


this mornin 

"+ Loud. Tal ſo 3 Abd wall refuſe to pay. any other 
you may draw. in the afternoon. . 

N. Melm. Come, come, Mr. Alderman, you may 
think you are acting the part of my father's friend in 

theſe indirect endeavours to reſtrain, what you are 


pleaſed to call, my extravagance. But if I know: any 


thing of his diſpoſition, from the tenour of his corre- 
ſpondencewith me, he'll not think himſelf obliged to 
2 for reducing ern 80 E of ' applying line 


N el 4 1 V ere 


. ry 
4 84 8 


— 


x 4 
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Which cr r ſupplits ae been 0 the EY FE, 


5 ter of a gentleniap, 


| Lomb. . katben 8 e 4 : No, Sir, 1 20 as Hy 


| Nader It is not a dat Bag) you aten for 5 kt 


five hundred, and now you are preſſed for another, By 


{i Rs ie of the 5 demand, baer this ſhou'd 


1y diſcharg rged, 70 tn poke the character of a a 


7 Mels, It i is in . Sir.; e W ny 
mote 2 


e. Ta, on Tad aw hatin 3 up to mix 


ob profeflcn but that idle and unprofitable one of a gen- 


tleman, as you call it, you might have had a proper 
; ae when any ſiniſter accident had befallen ., 
. Melm. What accident then hath befallen me? 
Lonb. Oh, none but what. is very natgral —. 
John Metmoth, your father, is dead. N 
Y. Me/m. My father dead. andre for it. "Y 
Bomb. You have reaſon; for he hath, with. great 
juſtice, cut you off with a ſhilling. 
T. Melm. You altoniſh me [But it cannot be Tu 
g not believe it. 


e [4fde] Nor 1— fori it does: not feem 0 be or. 
5/7] Von may, Sir: 1 hen the "6 I of; a 


* 


| will: which hath been duly” authenticated, OF 


2 


_ which he bath bequeathed his whole 1 to b 
lady, his ſecond wife; to whom he Was marriedſome 
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time befote his deceaſe. 


N Melm. Married again. 1 ebe bis whole for- 


I tune to his wife land forgot his ſon! 


— 


Lomb. Forgot him No, no. Did 9 N tell you | he- 
had remembered him in a very moderate bequeſt ;; 
which is expreſsly juſtified. by the mention of his, 


. profligate character. 


. Melm. Profligate! 80 then I am reduced to 


N . by your malicious miſrepreſentations of. my! 


conduQ ! Whata wicked, vile, incendiary! 
Lomb. Nay, nay; young man, don't be <3 Wap and. 


<all names. Don't t put yourſelf in a paſſion. To con- 


leave, I may probably ſoon ſtand in a nearer relation ; 7 
to you myſelf than you are aware of: in which caſe, * 


Our: 


ruſh on the ground. ] And there, Sir; take your: 


vince you I am more your friend than you are diſpoſed: 
to think me, I will recommend you to the favour, of! 
lady Melmoth, your mother-in-law.;: who is returned 
to England, and has put the management of her af. 


fairs into my hands. Nay, With her ladyſbip's good 


ſhall take proper care of you, on your good, behavi 
in the mean time, as you are ſhort 
caſh, ce e mg note for a hundred. But no 


ſore 


flve hundreds to pay gaming debts, and ſupporg the. 
character of a gentlemen.— 


ark that. Fe 
T. Melm. [Taking the note, and ee it nes 


paultry paper again. I ſcorn to be obliged to a man 
who has ated by me ſo baſe, ſo villainous,. a part. 


No, Sir; if what you have told me be true, I muſt 


; bear my misfortune as I may. Vet even then I hope. 
to find friends that will ſet me above being indebted. 40 


my greateſt enemy. {Walks about in great agitation. 
Lomb. Nay, if you are ſo proud and prodipal as that 
comes to—to throw bank-bills under ot, | Dave done 


with Ton: K 


1 


| [Stoops to pick up the note, in the, mean 150 | 
Syllogiſm, .2who floed behind, Jnatches, it 1 9 


and makes bim a low bow. 


EY 3 Excuſe me, Sir; your wol ſhip ſeems to dts 
e us bere a Miele. My maſter by no means 


=y = - 


1 25s Ds | intended 


. 
» > 
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intended you ſhould take the trouble to ſtoop fo low 7 
he would not affront you ſo much, Sir. The truth 
the matter is, he never carries ſuch trifling bits of 
paper as theſe in his pockets, for fear of flirting them 
out with his handkerchief. The conſervation of theſe, 
Sir, is my duty, as his purſe-begrer, Depend on it; 
Pl take proper care of it. Teſtudo intra tegumen "I. f 
en: [Fuiting ug the note in his pocket* bot 5 
Tomb. Well, well; as it is the laſt you are likely to“ | 
receive, and I can place it to account; I leave you | 
tymake your beit eff. TRE 


 Syllog. [Young Melmoth flill walking about in gras 
, 1 on fs | 3 
agitation.) Ha] gone ! and left the note behind — 
Let us ſee. if it be no impoſture; no ſham upon us. 
No,—Good as the Bank itſelf.— Now do 1 fhrewdly-* 
ſuſpect that all this old fellow has been telling us is 
apocryphal, if not a downright lie. Would this ten- 
| per-cent. Mammon elſe ſo readily truſt a difinherited# 
. ſpendthrift with an hundred pounds, on the mere ver-? 
| hal ſecurity of his valet-de-chambre ?—This ſtory is 
1 certainly trumped up, to carry on ſome ſcheme of Six 
John's, to reſtrain the extravagance of his ſon. He 
has a mind, I fuppoſe, to make the youngſter bite ũ Wc? 


* 


* m 3 
3-20 * i 
wy, — 4 


the bridle'a bit ——Egad, a laudable deſign! and it 
cannot be for my intereſt, or his, to ſpoil the PoE 
wi” © i: 


7. Melm. [Throwing himſelf into a chair.) Dead | 
my father dead! _ | CEE 


4.5?” 


young Melmoth.] Dead, Sir ! and cut your honour off 5 
with a ſhillin g . 
T. Melm. Starting up, 
impoſlible! | TEE Ss 5 8 
© $y//og. Impoſſible! To be ſure, Sir, it is impoſſible 
for a man to die! Such a thing never happens: the 
grave rails in the church- yard, and the tombs in the 
ö abby are all lyars. Haud diſputandum eſt. Indeed, 
fathers do ſometimes cut off their ſons with a ſhilling. 
„ eo 
T. Melm. Prithee hold thy peace, Tam ſhocked: at 


e 


and walking about.) It is mY 


1 FP 


3 
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l een 


ed from general Melmo 


juſt now arrived from India, I learn an, Sir John is | 
dead; but nothing more 


"#5 Melm. Sir, 1 have learned much more. It ſeems, 


ſure your own might ; which is involved in it! 
Sylhog. Believe me, Sir, I am very ſorry that yours 
ould be ſo unhappily connected; but it would be 


impertinent in me to repine at deing N in ſuch' 
good comp 


tion to bear with it. 


AN | 
Y. Melm. al. Gale 3 your ribaldry : 9.0 am in no diſpoſi- 9 
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your inſenſibility. But if my ruin cannot affect you, 


 Sylleg. [ with with all my heart you were, Sir ; you Mi 


I only meant to divert your melancholy. 


. Melm. What an unfeeling mortal I=[4 Hotline 5 


abit bout. — See who knocks there. 
Syllog. Is your honour pleaſed to be at home, Sit 7 


7. 22 To colonel Camply only. [Exit SIhgiſm.],. ke: 
What an unaccountable being is this fellow! grateful. _ 


and ſincere in his attachment to others, yet as inſenſible 


of their ſufferings as deſtitute of all regard to himſelf; 
ſo much is he taken up with the ludicrous diſplay of the 


| peculiarity of his diſpoſition. If we were not too un- . 
feeling ever to be happy, I ſhou'd envy his 2 


Enter Colonel Camply. 
Camp. My dear Frederic, how do you do this morn- | 


in 
ng Melm. Faith, melancholy enough, and with reaſon, . 
Camp. Then I am not the firſt meſſenger of ill-· news 


— you have heard of your. father's death, I ſuppoſe. 


But come, though i it be an afflcting circumſtance: vou 
parted rom him too early 1 in life to feel much for his 


perſonal loſs. | 
T. Melm. I own it; and had his fortune died with 


him, Iſhov'd have ſupported the loſs of that too, with _ 
equanimity : but to receive ſuch a cruel inſtance of his 


want. of paternal regard, as that of bequeathing the 
whole of it away from me. 


Camp. T heard nothing of this. by a letter 1 receiy- a 
tb. a relation of your father! 8, 


the late Sir John Melmoth, not long before his death, 


Was married to a Tecond wife, to whom he left his þ 
whole fortune: JT. x: N Camp. ö 


would be in a better temper. But I beg your N e | 


Su 6 . - ; ; 9 


N Camp. Are you well aſſured of this? She. 
3 * Y: Melm. Too well aſſured of it.— father! a N 
vens, and earth! ) * 
Camp. Nay, but compoſe yourſelf” Things may 
not be ſo bad as you ap 1 80 —1 expect the 
eral himſelf hourly in Bath; Who, I dare fay, when 
be mes to know your real character, will, if things 
are thus circumſtanced, be your friend: At worſt if | 


own intereſt, to ſet you preſently at the head of a 
company. Then, Narciſſa will have a handſome for- 
tune ; and I cannot ſuppoſe, after matters have been 
carried ſo far between you, that this accident will prove 
any obſtacle to your marriage. 
T. Melm. It is there, there, my deat colonel, 1 feel 
"this reverſe of fortune the moſt ſeverely. For, though 
Narciſſa ſhould be too generous to feject me merely 
from mercenary motives, ought I to have leſs genero- 
ſity than ſhe? ought I to take the advantage of her 
partiality for me, to make a prey of her fortune, and 
permit ber to throw herſelf away on a . fellow 
without a penny in his pocket, or a profe n which 
he might have the proſpect of getting one? No, co- 
lonel, till Jam maſter of a competency, at leaſt equal 
to hers, I will relinquiſh my pretenſions.— But when 


N — — — . aw Wa — — * 3 » 
— — - — —— — - - —— — 
— he , — — — —— — — — 
— . . —— — — —————c en n—s 
— — — ö —— 
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| Camp. Prithee, Frederic X 
Y Min. What a cruel tions] is this! When 
Narciſfa h had juſt conſented to reward my paſſion, añd 
expected my father 1 in England to ratify our fond en 
gagements. | 
Canip. Nay, but no more of this. Why ſhould Jou 
diftre(s yourſelf at the doubtful conſequences of perhaps 
an imaginary evil? 1 cannot help thinking you are 
under Ain miſtake : but be it as it will, I will venture. 
to anſwer for it Narciſſa is ſtill yours. "Keep only this 
piece of in for mation a ſecret from her, 'till it be Farther” 7 
confirmed. When I ſee you. again, we may be! Able 


| "Hp _ Evlonel— 


* 


* 


to judge of it, and proceed*with more e Ext. 
Youn Melieth ſolus. ing e 


we it Dn Je | 


irYo +37 BE 


you have a mind for the army, I will engage on my 


that may be, or what uy N in the interval % 0 | 


: - rom Narciſſa 1— — - No, Bi | 
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tile hut having ſenſe f rinciple, is in the way of 


to make himſelf friends among the men, but to en 
the eſteem of a young mr of the firſt e 
| n e WT 
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b * 5 ind d diſcloſe it to her immediately ; ; ſhe 0 elſe 


hear of it from ſome other quarter, and I would not 


be thought guilty. of deceiving her in the ſlighteſt in- 


ſtance. She ſhall know the worſt of * mizfortune 


without 1 —Who waits there? 


Enter Syllogiſm. 4 e 
Here, Syllo lo iſm, get ready to dreſs ; I am going e 


Hllog. 1 don't think I can equip your honour deeent- 
Iy with mourning till to-morrow, Sir. 


Y. Melm. No matter, let me have the clothes laws 


yeſterday. Tam only going to acquaint Narciſſa of my 
ill fortune. 


Slg. Under correction, Sir; ; would it not be as 
well if ſhe heard of it from ſomebody elſe? Or, if ſhe 
never was to hear of it at all, 1 ſhould think it might 
be better ſtill. Narciſſa is undoubtedly a worthy young 


lady : but I would not have you place too great a con- 


fidence on the generoſity of the ſex. If you haye loſt 


your fortune abroad, Sir, it is ronabie you will not 


find your miſtreſs. at home. 


. Melm. Then ſhall I know the utmoſt rigour of 


| my fate, and that at once. 
' _ [Syllog. But to what purpoſe, Sir ?—— Things may 


not poſſibly be ſo deſperate gs you conceive ; or if 


they are, why make them worſe, by bringing one mis- 
fortune ſo cloſe on the heels of another ? F 


Y. Melm. Inhuman father !—Attend me, 15 fy, i in 
| the dreſling-room. 3: | 


80 E NE II. Colonel 'Camply's Adelina 


Enter General Melmoth and Colonel Camply. 
. Melm. 1 am glad, my. dear colonel, to find you 
thus happily. . — ; and alſo to hear that Mr. Mel- 


moth has merit enough to engage you ſo warmly in his 


favour. ung fellow capable of making ſuch va- 
luable gend — 


* repreſented. 


ips, can never be fo bad as he has been 


Camp. My friend ec, Sir, is young and vola- 


reformation : for he bas not-© nly good qualities enough 


* 1 


T. own we had but very ſorry accounts of I 
m we wild kinſman tranſmitted us to India. 


-- 


— — 


FL, 


has re 
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S. Melm. I am pleaſed to hear it. An amiable and 


virtuous monitor of the other ſex is certainly the beſt 
reformer of ours. 


Camp. And I am no leſs pleaſed, for the ſake of 
both, to find his father hath nor left bim deſtitute, as 
he hath been informed. 


G. Melm. And yet if lady Melmoth, his new mother- 


in-law, had not ſet out for England before Sir John's 


deceaſe, that would probably have been the caſe; her 
ladyſhip having taken advantage of the boy's irregula- 


ities to get her huſband to make his will intirely i in her 


favour. Being no ſtranger however to her art, and 
avarice, I prevailed on him to make a ſubſequent teſta- 
ment juſt before his death; by which the lady is more 
moderately provided for, and the bulk of his fortune 
more equitably left to his ſon. I am myſelf executor 
to this laſt will, and ſhall take a proper opportunity to 
undeceive the young man, as well as his father's To 
* 


on whom T find the widow hath greatly ed 


means of the former will. 
Camp. This will be moſt agreeable news to my 
young friend. —— —1 am impatient to communicate it. 
G. Melm. With your leave, colonel, I had rather 


that were deferred. I could not hope indeed to find a 

youth of his education and fortune as grave and pruden- 
tial as a rigid moraliſt; yet, having received ſuch an 
indifferent impreſſion of his character, I could wiſh to 


put his diſpoſition a little to the proof. His preſent 
miſtake affords a favourable opportunity. I woud 
therefore have him kept a while in the dark, as to his 
real circumſtances. 
Camp. Will not that be cruel, general; ?—Conſider 
the young gentleman's anxiety _ | 
G. Melm. I do; but he will be fo muck the happier 


for it when, he comes to be undeceived. — Beſides, I \ 


have n We reaſons ; and you. may ch on it, if he 

al merit, the required delay vu turn out; to hir 
advantage. Tt may be the means a Its of trying the 
diſpoſition of his miſtreſs; whom I ſhould with, to have 


a diſintereſted regard for him. If ſhe loves him in 


ſpite of his ſuppoſed poverty, ber conſtancy, may be 


rewarded with a better fortune. 


Camp. Nay; Sir, I ſhall be ruled by 3 you, ſince you - 
fea o en concerned for his welfkke. 3 G. Melm. $i 


[4 7 
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G. Melm. I am indeed greatly concerned for it, co- 
lonel : for though I am but a diſtant relation to him, he 
is perhaps the neareſt now living to me.---Beſides, I 
am bound to it, in gratitude to his father; to whoſe 
friendſhip I was much indebted for my own. ſucceſs in 
life. Nay, I am not only obliged to Sir. John Melmoth 
for m yo but even for his name; which I long 

ago aſſumed, on my departure, from Europe. 

Camp. Aſfumed his ane Was , not always 
Melmoth ? * 1 
6. Melm. No, Camply. Many years legs you 
knew me, it was Wildman ; which, on the ſuppoſition 


of having killd m antagoniſt i ina duel, 11 e and 
wiſh'd might be orgotten. | 


Camp. Lou raiſe my curioſity, general. 
oh ! 


here, 
eaſe me of its burthen.---Good heav'n ! or Ian or 
have I not a wife or daughter! | [Afede. 
Camp. I am ſorry to 0 e you thus affected, general: 
but, I hope, at nothing very eſſential to your happi- 
neſs. Yet, whatever it be, you know you may com- 
mand my confidence and ſervice. _ | 
G. Melm. I know it, colonel ; but I now mah Joke 
you. Some letters, that arrived at Bath before me, 
require immediate attention: thoſe Mee PI call 
on you again. Nay, no ceremony. Wege 


SCENE III. Mrs. Mildmay's ledgings. 


Enter Narciſſa and Sophia, preparing to g0 out. 

Narc. A meſſage from your papa, Sophy ? 55 
' Soph. Ves, my dear; he is returned from his bo- 
rough, it ſeems, and muſt ſpeak with me. 

* What does he want you to canvaſs for him, 
or to produce you to your lordly huſband, mot is 5 
be? Pray do you know who he is?? ; 
; Soph. What think you of lord Sweepſtakes ?. | 

Marc. A gameſter? 

. Soph. A Gameſter, child ! What j jmputation 1s thas | 
among people of faſhion? | 


8 2 Ky if what I bave 3 of bis lordfip 


my Campley, I have a painful ſecret labouring 
t 


G. Melm.. Another time I may be more explicit : for " 


at needs a friendly ear and heart like thine, to 


* * 
I e Y i * © % 7 " 
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be true, he'd give up his pretenſions to any of our ſex 


for the queen of trumps at any time. 3 
Soph. Then we ſhall never make a match, that's 
certain; but, in obedience to my papa, you know it 
is my duty to hear what he has to ſay for himſelf. 
Marc. Oh, commend me to yqur obedience ; a moſt 
dutiful daughter I profeſs ;*witneſs your attachment 
to colonel Camply, my dear. V 
Sopb. I wou'd not be fo firmly attached to colonel 
Camply as you are to Frederic Melmoth for all the 


with your lover. 


Marc. Ves, you would, Sophy, for one half of it; 
nay, for either of the four quarters, Europe, Aſia, 
Aftica, or America. The world is a great thing. child, 
and contains a number of pretty little things in it. 

Soph. The beſt of which T wou'd venture to lay, if 
I had it, that you have ſome appointment this morning 

Narc, I make appointments with men, my dear ! oh, 
fie ! but I fhall ſtumble upon him by accident, 'ten to 
one elſe, at your aunt Pedigree's—To tell you the 
truth, T want my ſpark to do ſomething to get himſelf 
into the good graces of my mama. He does not ſtand 
ſo fair in her books as I cou'd wiſh ; and his rival, 
lord Courtly, has a powerful advocate of her. | 

Enter Servant. 1 

Ser. Ladies the chairs are at the door. 

Narc. Ay, come, Sophy; we only loſe time here; 
Let us about our buſineſss.  Exeunt, 

Enter Suſan, with papers in ber hand. 

Suſ So, there they go, to pay their morning viſits, 
and have left me to ſet things to rights after them. 
What a litter do theſe girls make with their love-letters 
and their billet-doux! I proteſt, if it were not for the 
pleaſure that ſome people take in knowing other peo- 
ple's buſineſs, I would not ſtoop to pick up their blot- 
 ting-papers off the floor; but Mrs. Sift, my lady's wo- 
man, would lead me an uncomfortable life of it, if I” 
did not furniſh conſtant information for her inquiſitive 
temper.- What a pity 'tis I can't read writing myſelf 
---] might then perhaps take as much pleaſure in theſe 
things as ſhe does. But ſhe has the advantages of edu- 
- Cation, -and was brought up at a boarding-ſchoo hs Fr 
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le ſure, the daughter of a Quaker clergy-woman, as 
ſhe is—Ods my lite, here's ſomebody coming. —[Crump- 
ling up the papers, and cramming them into her pockets 
Enter Mrs. Mildmay, indiſpoſed, ſupported by Sift. _ 
Sift, A chair—a' chair, Suſan, for my lady, quickly. 
Suf. Here—bere—Madam—fainting as] live—Good 
heavens ! my dear lady. 


Mrs. Mild. —(Sitting down in a chair, Oh Wild- 0 


n an oh | my 
[faints, and falls back in the chair, Sift and Suſan 

apply ſalis, Sc. 

Sift. Oh! help here Suſan, where are the young 
ladies ? 5 
Suſ. Both juſt gone out, and I know not whither.. 
Sift, Bleſs me, how unlucky !—Ring the bell—Here, 
John Thomas | where are you ?—[To a ſervant awho 


appears at the door. ] — Run immediately to Dr. Mineral's, 19 


tell him my miſtreſs is taken ſuddenly illz he muſt come 
away directly. | 
S8 Wits gone [—For heaven's fake, Mrs. Sift, 

what has happened ? es 
_  Sife. Nothing in the world that 1 know of, except 

that a gentleman had like to have run againſt us, as he 
was tos to his coach, out of colonel Camply's ; upon 
which my miſtreſs was ſeized with ſuch a fit of tremb- 


ling, that I had much ado to fupport her home. But 
ſhe recovers. 


Mrs. Mild. [Speaking 4010175 ty, and thjing Bold BEE 


Sift s hand.]—And do [live to fee thee once again? To 
hold thee thus !—Indeed 1 never wrong d thee. 

Sift. Madam 

Mrs. Mild. — f" coking confuſedly 1 ound] —Where 
Where is he? Gone again! ! | 

Suſ. Poor lady} _ | 
. Mrs. Mild. Run, fly, call bim back —Tell bit muſt, 
I will ſpeak to him. 

Sift. Whom ? Madam 

Mrs. Mild. — [ Recollecting herſelf 0 g ; 
Sift, —I talked at random.—This grievous ſwimming 


in my head diſtracts me.—But twill go off —Give me | 


the {alts—there—now—go—you may leave me, 


Sift.” had you not beft p=rinit us to Uny,: Madam a? 
You may 8 
33 


* 
- SS. , » * , 4. 
* | * 
8 W. * * " 
. I : 
4-7 g 


30 THE WI OUVOW'D WIFE. 


* * 1 2 2 4 2 * * 
: * 1 - n * 4. 7 % 
s : . _ 9 ” 8 r 5 5 ” 4 
. 5 +» - 
= g * : „„ * ES # 9 15 : 


> 


- Mrs. Mild. No; leave me, I ſfay.—{Ri/ing | from Ber 
chair] —I find myſelf much better. Exeun Sift and 


Suſan]— He lives—my huſband lives, and T may ſtill 


be happy ! What full amends for all my ſufferings paſt! 


for all the anxious moments of his abſence ! But hold; 


—alas;—alas! this tranſport may be groundleſs.— 
May he not live, and yet not live for me Did he not 
ſhun me, think me falſe, abandon me? Yet then he 


loved me; ah, too fondly loved me ! Twas my pre- 


poſterous conduct drove him hence.—Still in the midſt 
of all his wild upbraidings ; amidſt the raving of his 
jealous frenzy ; even when he madly flung me Foy his 
arms, his heart o'erflow'd with tenderneſs. — Cruel ten- 


_ dernefs!—now turn'd perhaps, to hate, or cold indif- 


ference-!—Long loſt to me, he now may be another's, 
and Texcluded-ever from his thoughts, a ſcorn'd, re- 
jected, and forgotten ſtranger !—It is, it muſt be ſo; 
anothers wife has rob'd me of his heart; even 


now, perhaps, he fondly dotes upon her, tells her the 
ſtory of his former love, and teaches her to triumph 


in my ruin.—DiitraQing thought !. 1 cannot, will not 
bear it. Burſting into tears.]-No—they muſt, they 
= WW. 2 * ; SIE EE 5 75 1 Exit. k 


thall be parted. - 


© oth. — 5 . 


7 
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SCENE 1, Furniyal's Lodging. 
Enter Furnival and Lombard. 


Turn. FFNHIS meſſage from lord Courtly comes 


very opportunely, Mr. Lombard; and the 


expedient it has ſuggeſted, is a moſt admirable one. 
Lomb. Why, as you ſay, if his lordſhip has the 
electors of Gluttonbury under his thumb, and is look- 
ing out for a wife, I don't know that we-could both do 
better than to make up a match between him and my 


daughter Sophy. For, as I am alſo going to marry” 


again, a daughter by a frſt wife will be a kind of in- 
cumbrance on the family, you know. I had partly a- 
greed indeed with lord Sweepſtakes, to take her off my 
hands for ſixty thouſand pounds.—The girl has thirty 


of her own; left her by her grandfather.mmm— 

Fiurn. Lord Sweepſtakes! 8 
= *bemb. Ay.—In going to market for titles, I thought 
one ford as good as another. Furn, 


On. Ort I ˙ Ee — —¹ä́— — IT . — ——_— ———_—_— 
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Furn. Of the ſame rank, T grant you; bat a viſ- 
count is as much preferable to a baron as ſeven pearls 
on a coronet are to four, which is almoſt two to one: 
ſo that the odds in a match with lord Courtly will be 
g TRY. oo. > 

Lomb, Then T1Il be off with the baron. | 
 Furn. By all means.—T'll take the firft opportunity | 
of making the propoſal to my lord Courtly ; and de- 
pend on't, you ſhall be return'd member for Glutton- 
bury.—But here his lordſhip comes. I'll introduce you 
to him. 667 hog 0 1590 

Enter lord Courtly, introduced by a Servant. 
Furn. My lord Courtly ! your lordſhip's moſt. obe- 
dient ſervant, | | „ 


Curt. Well, Furnival, you arrived before me, Iſee. 


Sir [ Bowing to Lombard, who bows wery las. 


Furn. The worſhipful Mr. Lombard, my lord, al- 
_ derman of London. Give me leave to preſent him to 
your lordſhip, as a profeſs'd admirer of your character 
and virtues, | 33 | 
Lomb. My lord, your lordſhip's humble ſervant. | 
Court. You are well met, at Bath, Mr. Alderman, 
what you are come for the waters, I ſuppoſe? You 
citizens live fo luxuriouſly, fince the increaſed importa- 
tion of turtle, that you ſoon have a good excule for 
J.. %%% a. 
Tomb. No faith, my lord, that's not my errand now. 
Court. Pray what might bring you hither then, Mr. 
Lombard? Jõͤ;ööͥ ¶ GOD 
Lomb. What brought me hither, my lord! my own. 
carriage, my lord, my own carriage, I aſſure you, ha, 
ha, ha ! 3 3 "Te | 1 
Furn. That is, Mr. Lombard never travels in the 
RR nog, | 
Lomb. No, never travel in the ſtages, my lord, ex- 
cept now and then to Hampſtead or be when 
my- horſes are out of order. 1 


Court, Well, Mr. Alderman, and pray what wind 
blew: your carriage hither, the““?)nn2n/ 
_ © Lomb. Wind, my lord !—good again faith, very good 

indeed. It was a wind, my lord ;—a whirlwind, my 
lord, a whirlwind ! It took us up at Hyde-park-corner, 


32 THE WIDOW'D WIFE. 


and ſet us down here at the town's end. ſehu, we 
| came, envelop'd with clouds of dirt all the way. 
= Court. I thought you were more tender of your 
| horſes, Mr. Lombard)! | 5 
Lomb. AF, my lord, my own horſes ; but theſe were 
hacks, my lord, backs ! four legged machines, that 
are wound up every morning with a few oats and a 
whiſp of hay, and ſet going along a turnpike-road, 
with a boy on their backs all day, till, like a Dutch 
clock, they run themſelves down at night. Why— 
why—ſome of our heathen philoſophers ſay, we are 
not much better ourſelves, my lord, hal ha! ha! 
Court. It is Mr. Alderman's way, I preſume, to be 
. POD | *** 
Lomb, Nay, my lord, I hope no offence. I uſe no 
ceremony to be ſure. And indeed, as Mr. deputy 
Purſeproud ſays, a man that has the revenue of a Su- 
bah in his pocket, need not ſtand upon ceremony with 
any body but the Great Mogul. 1 | 
Court. True, Mr. Alderman, therefore ſtand upon 
no ceremony with me, | „„ ie 
Lomb. 1 won't, my lord, I won't: for though your 
lordſhip may be a great man at court, I am a great man 
in the city, and the courtiers and citizens have always 
been vpon a footing, to carry on a ſmuggling trade to- 
gether. It has been the cuſtom time out of mind, to 
make an exchange between your-manners and our mo- 
ney, my lord; and egad you generally have had the 
better of the bargain too, let me tell you that. 
Court. Your friend is quite a wit, Barriſter. I did 
not think the ſpirit of raillery had been ſo prevalent 
within Temple-bar. Ek og AD yes 
Furn. Oh, my lord, there have been ftrange revolu- 
tions of late in the city. The citizens have their wits 
and men of letters among them now a days, as well as 
the courtiers. . . 3 
Lomb. Men of letters! ay, and letters of credit too, 
my lord; which is more than can be ſaid by moſt 
of the literati at your end of the town. Ves, my 
lord, and we have made great improvements in the 
arts, too. 5 | | 8 4 1 a 
Court. Nay, I thought the city was always famous 
for the arts. * 3233 
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Lomb, What the arts of pin-making and the manu” 
facturing of thimbles, ha! ha! ha! No, my lad, no3 
theſe have been long ago trundled down in the broad- 


wheeled waggons to Birmingham; to make room for 


architecture, painting, paving, and ſculptufe. 5 
Court. Sculpture! Mr. Alderman ! fute the grim ſa- 
vages at St. Dunſtan's ſtil] ſtand centinel, to ftrike the 
hours on the clock !—Then the giants in Guildhall look 
as tremendous a's ever? Gog and Magog are but bad 
proofs of your improved taſte in ſculpture, Mr. Al- 
cerman. Thoſe monuments of Gothic barbariſm, ſhou'd. 
Le demoliſhed before you ſet up for Virta, © 
Lomb. Egad that's true. I thank your lordſhip for 
tle hint: they muſt come down. But you know my 
Icrd, Rome was not built in a day—but when T come 
to be lord-mayor, or get into parliament. „ 

Court. How Sir, not in parliament? 1 
Furn. It is indeed a loſs to our country, my lord: a 
man of Mr. Lombard's abilities could not fail of making 
a ſhining figure. | pad on 

Zomb. You are very obliging Mr. Furnival; but 
though I am not at preſent in the houſe, 1 hope, with 
Youra and His lordſhip's aſſiſtance, I ſhan't be long out 
Or it. | „ | | (2 
Court. With my aſſiſtance, Mr. Alderman!  _ 

Furn. Yes, my lord, Mr. Lombard, has offered him- 
ſelf a candidate for the borough of Gluttonbury, in 
which I know your lordſhip has great intereſt. 
Court. Then you are better acquainted with my in- 
. tereſt, than I am, Barrifter—T hope Mr. Lombard does 

not mean to ſolicit my influence. e 

Furn. [To Lombard aide] You ſee his lordſhip is 
on the reverſe, Mr. Lombard, it wou'd be better per- 
Hoy you were out of the way; while T break the ice 
or. you. 1 „„ 
Lomb. Egad like enough: Il leave you—[afide to 
Furnivall—- Why, my lord, to be ſure, I have but 
| ſmall pretenſions; but, as a man who wou'd exert his 
utmoſt abilities in the ſervice of his country, if your 


lordſhip ſhou'd think favourably of me, I ſhall be ready 


_ to. fulfil any engagements Mr. Furnival may enter 


into in my behalf. And ſo, my lord, your lordſhip's 


moſt obedient.—[ Going, returns.] And, depend ont, 


* „ 
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my lord, that as ſoon as ever I come to the chair, or 


get into the houſe, I'Il attack the giants. 


Court. Ha, ha, ha! what a mixture of wit and ab- 


ſurdity! Prithee, Bargiſter, what do you mean b 
Bringing me acquainted with this 1 1 ani- 


mal? You know I have no intereſt in his dirty borough 


of Gluttonbury. 

Furn. That's true, my lord; but As does not know 
it: and as I am likely to reap ſome emolument from 
him myſelf, my 1 17 
thought may poſſibly be agreeable to you. 

Court. Take care Furnival, of making my honour a 
cloak for your knayery : you have done it too often, 


even to the wearing it ſo threadbare, that, if I were 


not kept in countenance by the example of other per- 
ſons of rank, I ſhould be really aſhamed of myſelf. 


Furn. Nay, but the preſent expedient is an honour- 


able one, my lord. 

Court. For the firſt, then, of your ſuggeſting pray 
let us know what it is? 

Furn, You will excuſe me, my lord, if I am miſ- 
taken, as I don't mean to be impertinent: but I own 

"conceived, that either your lordſhip? 8 conſtitution or 
ie might, by this time, have ſuggeſted the expe- 
diency of your entering again into the ſtate of matri- 
mony. I took the liberty therefore to give a hint of 
your having ſuch an intention to Mr. Lombard, who 
has a marriageable daughter, with whom he ſeems diſ- 
Nb to as at leaſt, fixty thouſand pounds. 

Court. underſtand you; and ſo you would have 
me impoſe on him, as having influence enough to get 
him returned a member, in order to prevail on him to 
accept me for a ſon- e a "ey, honourable expe- 
dient, truly ! EN 

Furn. Why not, my lord; as I dare ſay, we ſhall be 
ſure of carrying our election — But I beg pardon * 
your lordſhip does not chooſe 

Court. 1 own, Barriſter, there ; are. prudential rea- 


ſons for my repairing my fortune with that of a wife; 
| but ſo long as Narciſſa keeps ſuch hold of my heart, a 


I can't reſolve on making my addreſſes to any other 
woman. 


- 44 turn. L thbught, my lord, that her avowed. pre- 


egard for your lordſhip ſuggeſted a 


ference | 


- 


* 
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: 8 of a rival had determined you to think no more 


of her. 


Court, 1 ous ght ſo too: but 1 find my paſſic ion to to be 


1 Fr: the ſame time her mother gives me 
encouragement : ſo that, till her hand be actually m 
to another, I cannot think of putting it out of 
| power to receive it. 

Furn. I am ſorry, my: lord, my intention to . 5 
you is fruſtrated. 


Court. And yet, Fbrathel 1 "EY: in preſent need of 


your aſſiſtance. I want money, ready money, to ſup- 
ply the common exigencies of public places. 1 n 
curſed ill luck has made a beggar of me. 

Furn. Alderman Lombard will furniſ you with any 
ſum you require. 


Court. I am afraid not. He knows better tha” to : 


lend his money to a loſing gameſter, without more ſub- 
ſtantial ſecurity than I can eaſily Tk him. 
Furn. Never fear, my lord: I will ſo manage him, 


that he ſhall be your ſpaniel, to fetch and carry, and 


lay down his bank- bills at your feet. Don't your lord- 
ſhip ſee that Mr. Lombard is a wit? 
Court. And do you urge that as a proof of his folly 
Furn. I do my lord When animals ate once out of 
their element, their very ſtrength degenerates i into weak- 
neſs. A man's forte becomes his foible; - Now probity 
and plain common ſenſe I take to be the proper element 
of worthy citizens and worſhipful cominon-council- 
men; if any of them foars, therefore, after artificial 


qualifications beyond thoſe, he becomes like a bladder- * 
blown fiſh, that floats on the rig: of the water, ap | 


he is ſnapped up by a ſea gull. 
Court. Well, he is in good bands ; but be ſparing 


of him as you can.—You will let me know how you # 


proceed. 
Furn. Aſſredly, my lord, 1can do nothing without 


you. | | E reunt. 


SCENE. II. Mrs. Mildmay's Lodgings. | 
| Enter Mrs. Mildmay. 


Mrs. Mild” A little thought has calm'd my ruffled 


ſpirits —Kind Providence, I thank thee ! But whether 


thou haſt pn my longing eyes to. make me happy 


or 


# 
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ox miſerable, thou only knoweſt. If my once fond 

huſband ſhould ſtill harbour his groundleſs refentment 

againſt me, yet that I can remove by the cleareſt proofs 

of my innocence ; but if, thinking me unworthy of. 

his beart, he ſhould indeed have beſtowed it on another, 

it were in vain to diſcover myſelf. —No, if it be fo, E 

will retire from the world, unſeen and unknown, Wy 
Enter vift. NY 

S5. I am glad to find your ladyſhip ſo purely reco- 

vered, Ma'am.—W hat could put you into ſuch a tre- 
mulous taking? 

Mrs. Mild. A ſudden ſurprize, Sift —1 1590 ht 1 
ſaw a gentleman, e to have been dead and bu- 

ried many years ago. 

Sift. Dead and buried, Ma'am ! It muſt then 89 80 
been his ghoſt.— Did I ſee i it Ma'am? 1 proteſt 4: 08 
to be ſurpriz'd too. 

i Mrs. 11151 No, Sift, it was no ghoſt ! the object 1 
ſaw Was certainly living; his looks are hardly altered; 
he is almoſt the ſame 1 in appearance he was twelve. | 


TN years ago. 


Sift. © Lord, Mz am, men are often ſo much alike 
in appearance, that we might be ſadly deceived indeed; * 
if we truſted to our eyes. —Beſides, Ma'am, if he looks 
the fame as he did twelve Years ago, he muſt either be 
a ghoſt, ora ſad cheat ; for EO muſt be a prodigious 
difference in him in reality. 6 Eos 
Mrs. Mild. Did yau take notice of the-gentleman, 
Who got into his coach at colonel Camply' 8 door, as 
we came by ? 
Sit. In the ſcarlet, Madam, with the mulatto 1 
vants. Yes, Ma'am ; ſome India governor: or other, "i * 
I ſuppoſe ; or perhaps it is Sir John Melmoth, Mr. 
Frederic's father. —You. know, Ma'am, he was Wy 
. | 
Mrs. Mild. No, Sift, that gentleman” s name is not — 
| Melmoth. | | 
f Enter a nn 5 e 
Serv. Doctor Mineral, Madam. Exit Servant. 
Mrs. Mild. Doctor Mineral! AD 
Sift. Ves, Madam ; I ſent for him i in my flurry, when- 


5 vouf ladyſhip was ill. 


125 Mild. Wen, let him come . then. * 
oft], 


1 
PR 
0 


_ © chaſe: one general Melmoth, Madam; who as far as 
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Sift. Now muſt 1 bear with a little formal imper- Te 
Unence. 

Enter Dy. Mineral. | 

Min. Madam, your moſt ing, — ] am ex- 
1 glad to find you better than I E 
mould have been here ſooner; but 
Mrs. Mild. They need not have troubled you, I be- 
- lieve, doctor; I was only taken with a fainting, occa- 

ſioned by a little ſurprize, which is now gone off, 1 

Min. I don't know that, Madam; F don't know MK 
that. Give me leave. [Laying hold of her hand] 1 | 
will be bold to fay, there is not a gentleman of the fa- 

culty has the taQtus eruditus ina higher perfeQion than 
myſelf. —[Looking at Mrs. Mildmay very ear neſily.] Why, 
Madam, you muſt have been terribly ſurprized in- 
deed! your very pulfe is frighted out of its wits. lt 
is abſolutely afraid to beat. Low, low,—very lo -,, 
upon my word. 

Mrs. Mild. Indeed, doctor, 1 find myſerf too much | 
indiſpoſed to bear with trifling. | 
Min. True, Madam; to be fure caſes of this kind: 
are not to trifled with. I believe I have hit upda 
yours to an Iota. Leave the remedy to me. —I only 
with J had been fent for a little ſooner ; though Thhoutd. 
have been here at leaſt balf an hour aga, had. 1 not been. 
detained at colonel Camply's. | CO” 

Mrs. Mild. Colonel Camply's ! Sir! | 

Min, Yes; Ma'am, I call'd in there, as 1755 WER 
my rounds this morning, and was very agreeably* de- 
tained by the converſation of a gentleman, who Has 
been theſe twelve years a Nabob- hunting in Bengal, and 
is now returned home loaden with the ſpells of the 


J cou'd learn, for I am never inquiſitive, is a very near 
relation, if not own father, to Mr. Frederic Melmoth, | 
Vith whom you are well acquainted: 
Mrs. Mild. Oh, gracious brovidence 1 ES, 
Min. You ſeem affected, Madam I hoper no return 
of your diſorder ? | 
Mrs. Mild. I fear it may, doctor, therefore if you think : 
of any thing that may prevent it, I ſhould be glad I . 
would haſten your preſcription. _ 8.9 
* Twill, Madam, your moſt obſequious.- call ; 


Wag OR” 1 
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may yet be happy. 
| Come tber, Sift. 


like enough. 


* 
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diſpatch my ſervant iinmediately with ſome of my ner- 
vous elixir, Ma'am, the moſt powerful analeptick in the 
whole materia medica, bs : AIKrit. 
Mrs. Mild. Can my eyes have deceived me ?—Cou'd 
I miſtake—miſtake the features of that well known 
face ?—Ah, no! it was my huſband. He too hath 
changed his name; thinking perhaps, even ſtill, he killed 
his friend: but Frederic Melmoth, is he too my fon ?- 
is he Nareiſſa's brother ? If ſo, how timely this diſ- 
covery lO, for a clue to guide me through the maze, 
which yet I fear to enter Vet l muſt know more,— 
Sift is cloſe and truſty—ſhe ſhall inquire into circum- 
ſtances, and if his hand and heart are not another's, i 


Enter Sift, 


_ Sift. Yes, Ma'am, | RE Ra 
Mrs. Mild. That gentleman, Sift, we were ſpeaking 

of, who came out of colonel Camply's - _ 

| Sift. Yes, Ma'am. [ Aſide.] My lady's mightily 


concerned about this ſtrange gentleman—ſhe cannot, at 


her time of life, ſurely, be taken with a red coat 
and a feather. —Perhaps it is ſome old ſweetheart— Ha! 


. 
” 


Axe. Mild. You obſerved him, Sift? © _ 
Sift. I did, Ma'am: a fine perſonable. gentleman 


indeed. 


Mrs. Mild. Doctor Mineral tells me his name is really 


Melmoth. 


Sift. I told you, Ma'am, you know, how eaſily you 


might be deceived. —And. ſo, Ma'am, it was not the 


perſon you imagined, and you were frighted for no- 


thing? 


Mrs. Mild. The doctor tells me, the gentleman we 
is young Melmotlrs father 
Sift. As 1 gueſſed, Ma'am : I have a remarkable 


0 good gueſs. 


Mrs. Mild. But cou'd not you, Sift, enquire a little 
into particulars. Mr. Melmoth, you know, paſſes for 
an only fon; but if his father ſhould marry again, or 
be married already -r 75 * 


Sit. Leue, :Ma'am ; but intruſt me with the com- 


miſſion, 


2 PERS, 
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miſſion, and I'll inform you of every thing you want 
to know, I warrant you. 3 | 


Mrs. Mild. Well then, attend me preſently at my toi- 
let, and Fl give you more particular inſtructions. 
Sift. And if I don't fulfil thein, if the gentleman has 
either man, woman, or child about him with a tongue 
in their heads, ſay my name is not. | 
Mrs. Mild. But you'll mind, Sift, to be. no leſs cau- 
tious than curious in your enquiries ; and communi- 
cate nothing of what you hear to any one but me.— 
At the ſame time, you may caution Suſan and the reſt 
of the ſervants to ſay nothing to the young ladies, when 
they return, of my ſudden indiſpoſition. It is not ex- 
pedient they ſhould know any thing of the matter. 
Aſide.] Till J know my own fate, Narcifſa ſhall be Il 
kept ignorant of hers, _ : Fe 
Sift. You may depend upon Sift, Ma'am. But I fee 
a chair coming into the hall. I fancy one of them is | 
come home. - | ce. . 
Mrs. Mild. Poor Narciſſa! If I were leſs anxious for 
myſelf, I ſhould be ſtrangely concerned for her. It 
may not be improper, however, to take ſome ftep to 


abate the ardour of her paſſion for Mr. Melmoth as a 
lover. . N ; 


. E᷑nter Narciſſa. 8 
Narc. I ſee you are returned before me, Madam. 
Mrs. Mild. Yes, my dear; I ſeldom make my morn- 
ing viſits ſo long as yours. I ſuppoſe you have been 
whiling away your time ſome where with Mr. Melmagh. - 
Marc. Nay, I have not once ſet eyes on him to-day. 
3 Though to ſay the truth, Mamma, I believe I Wwaited 
| for him half an hour, or ſo, at lady Pedigree's; för, as 
expected he would call there, I did not find myſelf . 
haftily diſpoſed to come away.  _ If ns 
Mrs. Mild. And you promiſed to meet him there! 
Marc. He promiſed to meet me there, | 
Mrs. Mild. Fie, Narcifla !—lIs this keeping your pro- 
miſe with me? Is this being more on the reſerve? _ 
Marc. I did not think, Madam, you required me to 
: alter my behaviour to Mr. Melmoth. : | ES 1 
Mrs. Mild. Indeed, indeed, Narciſſa, Ido require ii? 
and if you have that ſenſe of duty a fond mother coue 
wiſh you to entertain, you will not think I lay you un- 
der any ſevere reſtraint. St. Were. 


% — 
4 


Marc. Doth this new injunction proceed, madamy 

' from the generally ſuppoſed want of diſcretion in me, 
your good opinion of Mr. Melmoth ? | | 
Mrs. Mild. Perhaps both. You muſt have heard, 
that Frederic hath been very wild; he left the uni- 
verſity at beſt but abruptly: then he plays deep; and 
it is very natural to ſuppoſe, he may have intrigues 


or from any particular reaſon you may have to change 


enough, to make it imprudent for a young woman to 


place too great a confidence in his profeſſions of love. 

Wuarc. Bleſs us, Madam, you ſhock me. Intrigues ! 
Mrs. Mild. Nay, my dear, don't be too much alarmed; 
Mr. Melmoth may be as deſerving as moſt young gentle- 


men of the age: but for all that, I would not have you 


ſet your heart upon him. I have my reafons, and thoſe 


"Prevailing ones: therefore, reflect, Narciſſa, and be 


well adviſed. | [Exit. 
Wuarc. Reflect, and be well adviſed f What need of 
ſo much reflection and advice]! My mamma hath ſurely 
met with ſomething to ruffle her temper this morning. I 
roteſt ſhe is quite peeviſh —Not ſet my heart on Mr. 
Melmoth !—TFhat advice comes now too late. Yet ſtill 
the ſeems to allow him as much merit as any young 
entleman of the age. How unreaſonable is this ! If 
2 to be married at all, can I expect a better huſband 
than the market affords? and if I am ſatisfied with 
my bargain, what is that to my mamma, I wonder! 


 — Oh, here he comes! I'll rattle him off, for not be- 


ing where he promiſed ; and.thence expoſing me to this. 
n EL SER 

© bs | Enter Toung Melmoth. Es 
So, Sir Frederic, and lover of mine] you are pnnQuuat 
to your appointments, ſee. | 
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Y. Mem. [Afide.] Sir Frederic f and with ſuch for- 


mality.too ! She hath heard of my loſs then, already. 
. to Narciſſa.] Yet I could not have — 
my Narciſſa would have triumphed over my misfor- 
tune. I could not have thought ſhe would ſo ſoon: 
begia to upbraid'and receive me coldly. Oh, woman ! 
woman! ; | 1 


MWVouarc. Hoity, toity } what's the matter now? The 


man's ſeriouſly ſorrowful, as I live. 7 


N. Melm. Cruel Narciſſa ! what can I think of this? 


 Narc. 


4 


| Narc. Think of it! Upon my word, I am full as 


much at a loſs what to think of it as you are. dure 


the people are all at croſs-purpoſes, or are eat up with 
the vapours this morning! My mamma was here juſt 
now, and peeviſhly chid me forſooth, for being too 


kind to you: and now you come, in woeful ſadneſss, 
to complain of my cruelty ! What, in the name of con- 


ſiſtency am Ito do with you both ? 
J. Melm. I don't wonder, Narciſſa, that your mamma 


hath changed her thoughts of me. A reverſe of for- 


tune is with fathers and mothers a ſufficient motive for 
a reverſe of ſentiments. But can they, whoſe vows 


have been reciprocally exchang'd, whoſe hearts have 
been once united; can they, my Narciſſa, be ever di- 
vided from motives of ſordid intereſt ? What tho' my © 
father be dead, and, through dotard fondneſs has re- 
duced his ſon to beggary, TI have ſtill friends, real friends. 


able and Omg to ſerve me. 


Moses Your Meber dead ? iredyged to beggary ! Lang ; 


underſtand you, Sir. [Afide.)  Difingenuous mama ! 


Theſe then were your reaſons for depreciating the cha- 
 'raQer of my lover! [To Frederic.] Indeed, Sir, I beg. 
your pardon, I had heard nothing of your father's. 


death, nor of any change in your circumſtances :. but 


F own the converſation I had juſt now with my n Y | 


a good deal ſurprized me. 
Y. Melm. Then ſhe muſt have beard i it. 


Marc. No doubt of it: and that accounts for flo be. 5 


haviour.[Aſide] She may find, however, that people 


may ſometimes be as much too reſerved as too open— 


[To Frederic.) But can it really. be, Sir, as you ſay ? 


Y. Melm. Too certainly; though I received the news | 
- myſelf from my father's agent but this morning, and 5 


came directly to impart it to you. 

Marc. Was that prudent ? to yourſelf at leaſt ? WAS. 
it impoſſible to conceal it from me till after our mar- 
I 

F. Melm. It was Narciſſa, thou oh no human being had 
known it but my elf. Thoughtleſs and indiſcreet as I 


am, my heart is too faithful to you, and too juſt to 


the world, to ſuffer me to act the part of an impoſtor a 
ſingle moment. Nay, I come now with a deſign to relin- 
quiſh my nnn. till the bappier een, of 

OY. 
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ſome future day might entitle me to aſpire to the heighth | 


from which I am fallen. 55 : 
| Narc. To give up your pretenſiohs 
and was that ſo eaſy a taſk as to be reftillgzefolved on? 
2. Melm. However raſhly reſolyed 
was not ſo eaſy to be executed. For'what bave f done 
but ſolicit for that, which I came to reſign? 5 


* Aok! 


have ſeen it 


Narc. And you would now marry.me, notwithſtand- 


ing I may have fifteen thouſand pounds to my fortune 


and you, as you ſay, not a farthing ? 
Y. Melm. Narciſſa !——— 


Marc. Oh! you heſitate, 10 Joi ro be ſure thete 


is s ſome little inequality of condition in the caſe: but to 


let you ſee that I am more aſpiring, L am ready. to m_ 


| ture with you on the ſame terms. 

Z. Melm. And is it poſſible you can be ſo good as to 
rate my merit above your fortune? 

Narc. Nay, don't give me time to weigh one againſt 
the other. Money is heavy, and worth is light, you 


know: it you take me at my word, I ſhall keep it: 


but if I am left to cool and ponderate, I won't;anſwer 
for myſelf.— Grave faces and good advice may have a 


ſtrange effe& upon me. At Penner I ſay, Pl venture 
with you. 


. Mein. Generous Narcifſa! But whether will you | 


| ee + 


Marc. Any where :—to Scotland, cif you. are 0 raſh 


as to inſiſt upon it. 


ij 


7. Melm Spirited girl! ebarging Nareiſſa but bet : 


Marc. Now, this very day, as ſoon as you pleaſe, 


117 mama has dealt difiggenuouſly by me. I will there- 


fore beg leave of duty to ſtand aſide a little, till T pay 
the debt I owe to love and honour. If it be a fault, 1 
ſhall truſt to her forgiveneſs this one time.— It is a fault 
one cannnot make a practice of, you know.—80, come, 


let us go in, and concert proper meaſures for our expe? 


dition. 


Y. Melm. Charming creature! PI accompaty you to 
the world's end. 


Marc. O yes, I intend y you ſhall, if we e live to 


the end of the Wore. | On. 


Oo 
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5 8 CK N E | III. Yr. oung Melmoth's i Nay 


2 ee Enter Syllogiſin. „ 
| So, fo, ſo. I have been playing with a feeming dead 


coal, that hath been all the while burning my fingers. 
A plague of theſe potential cauteries, ſay i.—Sir John 
Melmoth, it ſeems, is really dead; my young maſter is 
a beggar, and I may cairy his wallet. Sic tranſit gloria 
mundi Had I thought the old baronet really defundt, 
I ſhould not have been fo pleaſant with the young one's 
circumſtances, But he is a deſerving youth; and though 
I am horribly diſappointed in my own expectations, I 
geclare I am leſs ſorry for myſelf than for him. What 
will beeome of him I- For my own part I am qualified 
to ſtruggle with the world Ohl here comes Sir Frederic 


in a mighty good humour too! what the devil, ſure 


his father's not come to life ag 


ain! 
| {> -- ewe: , ot 
. Melm. Well, Syllogiſm, who hath called ſince 1 
havę been güt. : 8 
Sllag. Nobody, Sir; Jexpected to have been able 
to preſent your honour with at leaſt a hundred viſiting 
cards, full of compliments of condolancem but I find 
the world is not ſo impertinent; it civilly Chuſes to 
leave people under 1 nes to comfort themſelves. 
. Melm. It is the improved mode of good manners, 
Syllogiſm, not to be troubleſome. You 18350 however, 
to ſtand in need of conſolation! what's the meanng 
of this? It is not aboye an hour or two ago ſince yon 
brayed the ſtorms of fortune with the fortitude of a 


|| © foick, and recommended patience to me with the, elo- 


4% 


quence of a Seneca. _ 


. 


Oleg. Ves, Sir; but, like Seneca too, I find I cou'd 
Preach that to others which 1 cannot practice myſelf. 
ut ſurely, Sir, I may conclude, from the pleaſantty 
of your preſent diſpoſition, that what you heard in the 
morning cannot be true . 3 
T. Melm. True! Syllogiſm. How ſhou'd it be true, 
when you know you obſerved it to be impoſſible. 
Sy/log. Nay, but Sir, joking. apart, if your. father 
be Tad how do you intend to live, now he has diſin- | 
herited you ? „ „ on on Ons 
I. Melm. I ſhall do the beſt to ſupply my wants by * 
„ N indus, - MM 
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induſtry. I ſhall find friends to. put me in a way, and 


am only ſorry it will be out © my power to A ; 


your fidelity as it deſerves. 
ig. Nay, Sir, make yourſelf eaſy about me; a 


e Tu is eaſily provided for. Jactea eſt alea, Sir. 
hen 


devote myſelf immediately to that of the muſes. 
Y. Melm What, turn poet! then art thou condemn- 


ed to be poor as long as thou liveſt. Why, the poverty 5 


of poets, man, is notorious; ; it hath been a hackneyed 
jeſl for ages. 

 Syllog. Yes, Sir, it hath been hackneyed ſo long, 
that it 1s fairly worn out. When poets had no patrons 
but the great, the poor devils, ſure enough were o- 
bliged to live upon little: but ſince the publick have 


taken them under their proteQion, a bard, like another 


man, may have two coats to his back, and every ching 
handſome about him. | 

2. Melm. And yet, Syllogiſm, till the lawyers Can 
decide the diſpute about literary property. 

Syllog. I grant you, Sir, that a freehold on Parnaſſus 
does not intitle the poſleſſur to vote for member of 
_ parliament ; but let a man of genius once merit the 
favour of the town, and he may levy contributions on 
it, whenever his affairs require it. 


Y. Melm. Levy contributions! is not that too "=" 


trary? I thought the convocation of criticks had ſome- 
| thing to do in the ſyſtem of literary legiſlation. | 
 Syllog. Yes, Sir, they are the lower houſe, and have 
the privilege of deciding in all money-matters. They 


| Hold their ſeſſions in the pit, at the repreſentation of 


every new play, and proceed directly to the. conſidera- 
tion of ways and means. To be ſure, Sir, we cannot 


raiſe a ſhilling without the conſent of the houſe, —Burt 


if they approve the bill, they paſs it with a plaudir, 


and their generoſity is boundleſs. — 


T. Melm. Well, e par if you are obliged to go 


upon the town, I can only wiſh you ſucceſs: but per- 


haps you may be better provided for, yet: in the mean 


time, you muſt not leave me abruptly—I ſhall want | 


your ſervice, for ſome time at leaſt, Tam going a jour- 


ney of three hundred miles an end ; will you go with = 


| we, if I ſhould have e ThE you a 


LE 


have the misfortune to leave your ſervice, I 
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ter for me to Narciſſa. 


Tommand me. 


made of it ſince your arrival in Europe? 


Hllag. Te duce Teucro, to the antipodes, Sir. 
Z. Melm. Come, this way then, you mult take a let - 


Hllag. Of leave, I ſuppoſe, ah! poor girl ! ſhe'll be 
diſappointed too ! Oh! tis a bitter buſineſs, [Exeunt, 
 8BCENE IV. Colonel Camply's Lodgings. 
Enter General Melmoth and Colonel Camply., - 

G. Melm. So then I find, colonel, you are engaged in 
a matrimonial expedition as well as my kinſtnan.— 
Well, I wiſh you ſucceſs, and if you need my aſſiſtance, 


Camp. I thank you, general, and hope ere long to 
be able to return the compliment. Come, come, when 
you have recovered your ſpirits a little, we ſhall have 
you looking out for a wife as well as we younger folks. 

G. Melm. Ah! my dear colonel ! l [Sighs. 

Camp. Ah! my dear colonel! with a figh too! I 

have hit the mark then, general? What did you leave 
your heart in India? or Tack a ſudden conqueſt been 


G. Melm. Neither, Camply. I was married many 
years ago, and was too unhappy in that ſtate, ever to 
think of entering into ir again, even if I knew myſelf 
at liberty. 1725 1 5 

Camp. I never heard you had been married, general. 

G. Melm. Yes, colonel, when I went over to India, I 

left a wife and infant daughter in England 3 


Camp. And are they living? „ 5 
S6. Melm. Alas! heaven knows! Thave heard nothing 
of them for years, except from the very man, of whom 
being abſurdly Jealous, I thought I had killed. He 
came over with our troops ſome time ago to Bengal, 


and convinced me by a number of corroborating cir= ii 
cumſtances, that I- had injured both him and my wife; il 


but to my ſorrow, he could give me no farther informa- 
tion of her.- 1 1 e 
Camp. How fruitleſs then was that! 

G. Melm. Fruitleſs as unhappy! for though my hear 
was ſomething lighter, from knowing he had recovered 
of the wounds 1 had given him; yet I ſhou'd have 
much eaſier ſupported the reflection of having: killed 
an adulterer, than that of having injured, abandoned, 


wil . 
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and perhaps ultimately deſtroyed, an innocent wiſe and. 
„ 
Camp. But why deſtroyed ? 1 this relation is it 
not impoſſible they may ſtill be living. 
S. Melm. I dare not flatter myſelf with tuch a fog | 
geſtion. Nay, I hardly know whether I ought to with 
it true: for if ſhe lives, muſt, ſhe not long fince have 
transferred that heart to another which I ſo unjubly 
ſuſpected, ſo cruelly lighted ? 
* OP: But what ſucceſs has attended your enquiries 
ince 

C. Melm. None; though 1 ky made every enquiry 
the diſtance of time and place would admit. 

Camp. Perhaps in your long abſence, thinking you | 
were dead, ſhe may have married again ; and thus by 
her change of name, have eluded your reſearches. 

S. Melm. If it be ſo, I will be no intruder on her hap- 
pineſs.—I will therefore carry on my ſuture ſearch in 
perſon ; that, if I ſhould ſucceed in it, I may be en- 
abled to act as circumſtances ſhall determine. But 1 
what a taſk! How dreadful is't to ſeek that which we 

hope, and yet we fear, to find! Though to be certain 

even of what we fear, i is better far rin ae ſtill 

in doubt. 


Enter Servant. 
Ser. Mr. Melmoth, Sir, defires to know if your ho- 
nour 1s alone. 
Camp. Your kinſman, general, —Shall he comeup? 
S. Melm. By all means. He may have ſome buſineſs 
with you; Il retire into your ſtudy till you have done 
with him; you know I have my reaſons for declining 
to ſee bim at preſent, Exit. 
Camp. How unlucky is this 1-1 muſt not tell Mel- 
moth who is ſo near; and yet, if I don't, 'tis ten to 
one he'll ſay ſome extravagant thing or other; which if 
over: heard, may give the general no good opinion of 
him. I wiſh my old friend were in Bengal again only for 
one half hour, with all my heart. 
es 3 Enter Young Melmoth. 
1 2 Melm. My dear colonel, how is it? | 
Camp. Nay, how is it with you? You ſeem i in rap- =D 
tures, and it is not three hours ago fince I left you in 4 | 
| ore of ee. 
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XN Mein, Ay, you grave rogue, you ou ſtare to 


ſee a young fellow dejected at his ill luck in the morn- 


ing, iutoxicated with his good fortune before noon. 


But Narciſſa's my own, my boy. 


Camp. Who doubted it?! | ; 

Z. Melm. No; it wou'd have been a facrilege 10 
doubt i it. So that as to my father 

Camp. Nay, but Mr. Melmoth, nothing a ainſt your 
father beg of you. ¶ Zſide.] The general will cer- 


tainly overhear him. To Melmoth.] Well, but you 


did not tell Narciſſa of your being diſinherited ! 


. Melm. Did not 1?—But I did. I told her: the, | 


whole ſtory. 


Camp. The deuce you Gd. 
Y. Melm. Without omitting a ſingle circumſtan 8. 


Camp. And—and— and ¶ de.] Egad, I believe . 


had better aſk him no more queſtions.— He ſeems in a 


humour to ſay any thing. 
Z. Melm. And—and—and—what a plague do you - 
mean by your and—and—and ?—Why do you look ſo 


confoundedly ſerious! What the devil is the matter 


with you ?—Ah, colonel! colonel! it you did but 
know all! 
Camp. Nay, but I don't deſire to hm all—[4f 4. 
This ſpark's going to ſay ſome wild thing or other, now. 
Y. Melm. Nay but you ſhall know all ; forl ame on 


purpoſe to tell you. 


N 


Camp. Well then, ſome other time. 
. Melm. No, no other time will do: for 1 3 6 


be in Scotland by to morrow night, if polite, 
Camp. In Scotland! 


Y.:Melm. Ay, I am going off with Narciiſa to * | 


land, and am come to borrow your chaiſe, if vou 
lend it me. 


Camp. And what are you goin todo 8 


Y. Melm. Ha! ha! hal There's a queſtion! * 


thought every body knew what penny-leſs young fel-/ 
lows took ; gacls of fortune to Scotland for. 
Camp. Well, but 


T. Melm. Nay, nay, will you lend me your chaiſe 7 ? 


TIL tell you. more of the affair by and by—lI ſhall want 
a couple of your ſervants, too; as, for reaſons of 


ett. ſhall take none of my own with me, 


Camp. N 
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ſation, 
to him; it may perhaps induce him to vary his plan of 


daughter. 


if you ſhould diſcover 
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Camp. Yes, If am to ſee you again Aal. ] any 
thing to get rid of you now—[To Melumthᷣ.] but I ſhall. 


certainly ſee you again before you go. 


. Melm. Certainly.— Ce tainly. 


[Bate 
Colonel Camply ſolus. „ 


To Scotland! egad, Narciſſa has an enterprizing ſpirit. 


If the ee hath overheard- nothing of our conver- 
I muft communicate this piece of intelligence 


operation, and ſave them the trouble of the journey. 
| Re-enter General Melmoth. © 


S. Meln. So, colonel, your young friend hath ſoon 
left you.— I thought I heard high words within; —1 


hope no new cauſe of diſcontent? . | 
Camp. Oh no, Sir ; quite the reverſe. Your lively 


 kinſman is now as much elated with Joy, as he was in 


the morning depreſſed with ſorrow. | 
G. Melm. How ſo ? He canhave heard nothing, ſure, 
of the real ftate of his circumſtances ! | 
Camp. Nothing at all; but it ſeems he hath informed 
bis miſtreſs of his ſuppoſed lofs of his father's fortune; 


and ſhe, like a generous girl, hath agreed to give him 


her own inſtead of it. 12 
G. Melm. Indeed! © 7 


Camp. They are juſt going to ſet off for Scotland; 
he came to borrow my chaiſe. | 


G., Melm. And you ſhall lend it them, or I will clap 
fix horſes to my own travelling coach, and that ſhall 
convey them. I like their ſpirit, and would encourage 
their expedition, were the young lady even my own 
Camp. Nay, but, general, why let them take ſo un- 
neceſſary a ſtep? —They will certainly be better pleaſed, 

Mr. Melmoth's real ſituation, 
and prevent them. ha | 33 


e 


S. Melm. | know not that. No, let them a white 


enjoy the ſatisfaction they feel in their mutual love and 


gratitude. There is -more pleaſure in the diſplay of 


_ © true eneroſity, than in the poſſeſſion of minesof wealth. 
Let them proceed, therefore, on their journey.-=I wai- 
rant it will be-a pleaſant one.—In the mean time, how- 


ever, if it be neceſſary, Ill endeavour to reconcile the 
young lady's relations to the conſequences of it But 
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. I called to take you home to dinner "wack me) 


we will there toaſt the young couple, and drink fue 


"Xx EEE EE. 


eſs 1 to their ined N r ce _ [Exeunt. 


8 0 E N J Mrs. 2 8 Ee. 
SW 304 Enter Syllogiſm and Sift, meeting. 


+4. 42 # 
$48 Te 


Gift. 20, Mr. Syllogiſin, you are BG e 8 
doings at your houſe; Iſuppoſe. 58 b 


8 — No, no, Mrs. Sift, our 61d doings wont de 


any Rogen. ; we muſt have new doings now, if. we in- | 


tend to 


eep doing at all? | DELLS! 
Sift. What do you mean, Mr. Slogily 7 


* 


8 


Sllog. Nays: what do you mean, Wan Silt, if ou : 


come. to that ? +; 3h 0 F ws 7 1 Þ 52 4 I % 7 2 24 E 4 


. Menn hy rejoycings,. entertainments, to be 


uh | 
"TP a 


” 
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Syllog. . 1 : NE = Aſide. 40. 7 
the jade has heard of our misfortune I find, and has a- 
mind to be merry with it. Zo Sift.]J—You are pleaſed 


to banter, 1 fee, Mrs. dift. rn. what ſhould. we re- 
joice at? ae 


8th. Rejoice at! why. the axtival. os Mr. Melmoth's $ 
father from the Indies —Haye you not. expeQuil hind f 


any time theſe ſix months? 


Hlleg. Oh, yes.; and he let out from thence, it | 
ſeems, near a twelvemonth ago; but which road he. ' 


took, or whether he is arrived at his j ae 3 an 
at preſent a little problematicall 
"$f ?. Problematical! I am ſure. ou FA Mr, 


/ 


Spe gic, are very pragmatical. Will you perſuade _ 


me I did not hear * . ring: for him this morn- 
ing? 


Sylleg.. | The! bells rin; on { 6dr 0 lud ! only ak | 


of rolling the bell at Bath for a man who. died at 
Ven gall 


. Dead Sic kl gg nod you nine? ; 
© ®; 9 
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© *Sy/heg. What you know, I find, as well as L 8 
lore I ma = venture ta tell you. M9 old maſter is 
| dead, and hath left my "young one nothing to live upon. 
Sift. Nay, nay, Mr. Syllogiſm, I ſee you have a mind 
to banter me now ; but come, to buſineſs. You have 
brought ſomething for Narciſſa, I ſuppoſe. _ 
Hlleg. Yes, I have got a letter for ah | 
 Sift.=--[Takes the letter, turns it about, and bold; it 
wp to the light. ]---Why there's no reading this letter 
without opening it! 
Syllog. Vhat do you chink it is ſealed up for, but 
to hinder you ? 

Sift; Pooh! I would no _— a farthing to carry ſuch 
letters. Sealed! What you never open a letter 
Without breaking the ſeal? Did you never take off the 
impreſſion on wax, nor coax it with a hot tobacco-pipe ? 
0 Hlleg. No, Mrs. Sift, they are arts I have not deen 

red to. 
_ Sift, Well, I have done it an landed lime who 
was never bred to the arts at all: though I remember I 1 
once loſt the beſt place I ever had in my life, for. break- 
ing open a letter, and ſealing | it up agus: with my thimble. 

'$/log. And deſervedly. 

| a Yes, I paid for my peepin that time, it's true ; ; 

| but I ſhould have done it, had 1 been to die for it. I 
am aſtoniſhed to think how any Pane can have ſo little 
curioſity, as not to long to know every hy that other 

ple want to keep from them. 

_* Hlleg. I would as foon put my handi into my maſter's 
purſe, as pry into his ſecrets; and think a ſervant de- 
 Terves to be hanged as much for the one as the other. 
| Sift. That is, if it be done with intent to betray them, , 
Mr. 55 logiſm ; but other wiſe and yet, to be ſure, 
one does fometimes do a deal of miſchief by getting into 
| ſecrets by halves; but that is the fault of one's maſters 
and miſtreſſes, you know, in not truſting us with the 
whole.---Yow will not pretend to tell mie, however, 
* nc Hem have no curioſity to know your maſter's buſineſs, 
Faith I have no curioſity to know more than 
4 he Sinks s'proper to intruſt me with. I have plague and 
trouble enough with that; if I knew leſs, I ſhould live 
_ - much eaſier life: for what between his money-matters 
a and thoſe of his e Which FOR know, Sift, gas 


# 


/ 


_ THE WIDOWD WIFE . 


1 both ickliſh affairs, I have but a very noukieforne'timgs 


mow [bile Syllogiſm is ſpeaking, 0 ft is hoking « at the 


| letter, and turninę it about in her hand. - 
"I Sift. There muſt be ſomething very curious, Syllo- 
giſm, in this letter. It is doubled into ſo many pleats, 
and folded up as carefully as the Welch- man's ine, 
there i is certainly ſomething choice in it. 
8 A6 Ay, all love I fuppoſe, Sifft. 

Sift. 3 eh !---that's choice full, to BY l 

Well, I ſee the direction. 


Syllog. And you'll deliver it ſafel flp—you des nd 
eo mms. 11 


me you need not be at the troub 
maſter's coat of arms with the milliner's. 
_ Sift. O! the thimble ! no, upon my honour. 


Syllog. You ſee the creſt is a lion rampant. beware 


of the top of your middle finger. 
95 Sift f ay, but when 1 wy ypon my honour, Mr. 
Oglim. 

"ll op, 1 beg your honour's pardon, Madam. To be 
fure, after having ſo frankly confeſſed itsinfluence over 
your curioſity in theſe caſes, it would be cruel to diſ- 
truſt you. ¶ Aßde as be goes out.] If I had my letter 

in however, I would as ſoon leave it with the prin- 


ter of the Public Aenne e 1 


Sift ſelun. 


They think they are mighty eloſe buen is written : 


| with lemon-juice, lurelyl. Wel T have atrick for that; 


my miſtreſs ſhan't ſet me upon the enquiry» for nothing, 220 


Tam too good a ſervant for that too---Ha! our 
ladies coming this way l. [am determined to have ano- 


ther peep at it, be the conſequence what itwill, | [Exre. 


Enter Narciſſa and Sophia. 


Narce Well, really Sophia, this is Rn e 7 
0 ordinary- that you ſhou d affect to tutor me, for diſobe- 


dience to my mama, in the preference I give to Mr. 
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_ Melmotli.: hath not the, till this very day, eee 1 | f 


proved of his addreſſes. 


|  Sopb. Therefore I am afraid} Narciſſa, he has ſonie 
| better reaſons for her ſudden change of behaviour than 


vou are aware of: at leaſt I ſhou' d be for coming to a . 


_ farther explanation with her before I took fo irretriey= 
able a ſtep as you are going inconſiderately to do. 


e wet 128 we 9 take 2 ſteps = 
| before 
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before we get to Scotland. We ſhall not be acroſs the 


Ty eed ſo ſoon as we might be at the next pariſh church. 


I ſhall. have time to conſider of it again and again, 
therefore, before the buſineſs is done yet. -Nay, I can 
aſſure you that even when we get there, if I ſhou'd not 
happen to be perfectly of the opinion I am in at preſent; 
we may come back again no wiſer than we ſet out. If 
the matrimonial apparatus does not wear a very agree- 
able aſpe&---if Meſs-John does not put on one of h 
beſt faces, and his cleaneſt band; or- ö 
. 20086; Nay, but be ſeriou s 
Marc. Well, I am: and ſay as I did before, that if 
there were really any thing wrong in What I am going 
to do, you ſhou'd be the laſt perſon in the world, my 
dear Sophy, to diſſuade me from it. 
- Soph. Why ſo? 5 8 
Marc. Becauſe I ſhould never liſten to a lecture on 
diſobedience from one as diſobedient as myſelff. 
. Soph. How ! cannot I entertain a proper regard for 
colonel Camply, without incurring the guilt of diſobe- 
dience ? I don't intend to run away with him, or even 
to marry him, without my father's conſennt. 
Mere. Not unleſs he refuſes to give it you; there is 
no occaſion for't, my dear. But if by a proper regard, 
you mean that the colonel is in poſſeſſion of your heart, 


0 
* 


I warrant your hand will ſoon follow. And, tho' you 


may want courage to ſcamper away to the North, be- 
fore you come of age, you may only have juſt patience 


. enough to ſtay in the South "till you do ; when we ſhall 


find you ſneaking into the back-door of Walbrook- 
church, or St. Swithins, to commit the like horrid fin 
ef: obedience... on a ae e 
_ Soph. I find, my dear, there is no talking to you on 


| this fubjeck: o, like a naughty girl, you muſt go on 


FORE OW) WAY. iff i rn Le one; 

Narc. And you, like a naughty girl, Sophy, wou'd 
go my way too, if you dard. - | + 1 
„ OR LOTS Enter Sift. - VVV 
Sit. The devil take the inventors of ſealing-wax, and 


inviſible ink ;---I can pick nothing out of this letter--- 


ſo I think I may as well give it to my young miſtreſs. 


| If ſhe can read it, I may poſſibly pick ſomething of it 


out of her, and that will do as well.---A letter for you, 
Narc. 


S.. 24 


Madam. [gives Narci/a the letter.) 
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Ware. From Mr. Melmoth ! | Þ j2] . Fe I 


Sit. Yes, Madam, 
Marc. You will excuſe me, Sophy, 1 naſty go * 


read my billet-doux ; ; it _—_ poſſibly we an anſwer. 


Exit. 


* Sift. [Spraking afide as fhe follows oreli ] So !--= 


now for a peep over the left ſhoulder.---Let the writing 


be but any how viſible, and if young madam reads 
any more of it than I, h then, 1 am . ſhort= 


ighted---that's all. | ker. 
Sophia . 


Was ever any thing ſo determinedly er ? 
---and yet Nareiſſa does not want for prudence, when 


the vivacity of her temper will ſuffer her to make uſe 


ol it.---I-wiſh I cou'd any how prevent this raſh expedi- 
| _ r engine the e e ſhe arm kern 


| 8 CE N E II. 75. Parade. 
3 Lord Courtly and Furnival. 


Court. 8 this affair no farther, Furnival. 1 can : 


be of no ſervice to you in it.---I have conſulted my 
heart, and find it repugnant to all my ſentiments. The 


love I bear Narciſſa, 224 the dene due to nn 

honour, both forbid it. 5 

Furn. Give me . to ſay, my lord, your ſcruples | 

are too refined for a man ſo well acquainted with the 
World. . 3 8 


$4 


2 Ves, 


II iter, 1 know the mark too 2 to 
ſacrifice ſo mut 


Furn. But if your lordſhip has no hopes « of Narciſſa, 


what objeQion can be made to your 'repairing your 
fortune by marrying another? Surely, my lord, nei- | 
ther the laws, of love or honour forbid this! : 


- Court, Perhaps not- but I feel an [invincible 5 
tance to the makin my addreſſes elſewhere. It is true, 
Narciſſa herlielf gives me no encouragement ; but her 


mother is ſtill my friend. and affords me hopes that 
ſomething may turn out in my favour. I have even 

juſt now received a meſſage from her, deſiring to ſee 
me in the evening, on particular buſineſs. Who knows 
50 what GY * REG But be it as it may, I can- 
TEN 07 & * 3x72 02800 not 


* * 


of my own happineſs, either to its 
- pleaſures or opinions, as I have done. 


— — —xñ —  —— 


* 9 8 * 
- * 
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not reſolve to devote myſelf to another, till it be im- 
poſſible for Narciſſa to be mine. 

Fur n. And your lordſhip is determined to decline the 
obliging | offers of Mr. alderman Lombard, with regard 


ry to the money-matters I was ſpeakin of ? 


Court. If they are mace on a preſumption that I ſhall 


= ſerve him where have neither the power nor inclination. 


Furn, I am heartily ſorry for it, my lord; as this-is 
not the way to pay off the mortgage on your eſtate. 

"Court, Then it muſt remain unpaid, barriſter, till 
a more honourable method offers for its diſcharge. Exit. 

Furnival /olus. 

(His lordſhip i is in one of his moral moods to- day. 
I muſt reſume the ſubject at a gayer moment. Aud 
yet I'm half afraid he's loſt,---Theſe partial attachments 
tothe ſex are the ruin of many @ noble ſpirit. While 

he was only a general lover, he was the moſt enterpriz- 
ing genius on the turf.---But now---"Tis ſtrange ; but 
we ſometimes find it in the power of one virtuous wo- 


man to reform in a few months what the libertine part 


of both ſexes have been labouring to corrupt for years. 
--Theſe modeſt wenches make as many converts as the 


merhodiſt parſons - Whom have we here ?-- the very 


ladies in queſtion, as I live !---and engaged in earneſt 
_ diſcourſe !---It may be worth liſtening to---I have an 
nt knack of hearing at a diſtance. © . 
15 Enter Narciſſa and Sophia. 
Soph. And you are really determined, Nareiſfa, to 
2 put this wild ſcheme in execution. 
Marc. Poſitively, my dear Sophia.---I ſhall not break | 
my word with Mr. Melmoth, if he keep his with me. 


Il We are to have your colonel's Chaiſe waiting for us at 


the town's end. I ſhall juſt go to the rooms with'you 
for form's ſake, ſee you ſet in for cards, and then va- 
niſn ; flip into a chair, and be with my ſpark in 4 
wh twinkling ; ; leaving you, my dear, or your Colonel, to 


make the beſt apology you can for me to my mama -— 5 
Ihave left a ſhort one indeed myſelf in a letter ſhe will . 


find on her return in the evening. 


Soph. As you have made me your confident, my dear; „ 

I ſhall not betray you. But I cannot fay I approve of f 
_ this ſtep. Indeed 1 really think it unneceſſary; I am 
_ Certain your mama might be 2: to give her con- 
ſent to 880 5 8 Narc: © 


85 * 
42 
* 
W. 
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 Sophy, to anſwer all your petty 7 e | 
e thing preciſely. - 


you know, it would 
directly againſt her poſitive. commands. 


| Narc, Nay then there is the leſs harm, my dear, in 


going to be married without it. If ſhe has no'objefti- 
ons, you know, but what might be removed by folici- _ 


tation, the ſolicitation would be „ matter of 
form, a piece of childiſh ceremony. —-Beſides, my dear, 


dience at once, I am determined on t 
becauſe I would not be difobedient. _ "* 
Soph. Ay; make that out, Narciſſa.. _ 
Ware. Very plainly.---My mama has not yet poſitive- 
ly told me ſhe would not have me marry Mr. Melmoth: 
---0n the contrary, ſhe has hitherto encouraged his 
addreſſes : but as I threwdly ſuſpe& ſhe might tell me 
fo in ous terms the next time we conyerſe on the ſub- 
ject, I don't intend to give her an opportunity of laying. 
me under any ſuch injunQion.---Becauſe, in that caſe, 
ha downright diſobedience to act 


Spb. Well; for fuch a mad-cap, thou art certajoly 
a very extraordinary caſuiſt. So joy go with you. 
Narc. I warrant it will. I 8277 with we may bring 


it back again; and make itlaft as long as the Wedding 
ring and the parſon's benizon hold us together. —So. 


come along. as [Exeunt:. 


Re-enter My. Furnival. 
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So, fo, ſo---Here's an affair broke out !---What will 


his ſcrupulous lordſhip fay to this? gad, we juſt 
nicked the time. The bird is feathered, and juſt on the 


wing, But the lime and twigs ſhall be ready, my dear. 
No, no, my pretty flutterer, you muſt not take flight, 


and leave us yet, neither.--- What if I worked by ſtra- 
tagem, and entrapped my little lapwing in her own | 


ſnare !---Her chairmen may poſſibly be prevailed on to 


miſtake the place of rendezyous.---If I can but decoy 
ber to his Jordſhip's apartments, he may ſet her at! 


berty himſelf, if he chuſes it. It is a pretty Canary | 
bird, and would become a gilt cage mightily. [Exic, 
_ _ SCENE III. Mrs. Mildmay's Lodgings. © \ 
Euter Mrs. Mildmay. (with an open letter in ber hand) 


followed by Sift and Suſan.  _ 


Mrs. Mild To Scotland l and with young Melmoth 


+--raſh, unadviſed girl 1---Diſpatch ſomebody to colonel 


— 


. 
7 
| : 
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Camply. Tell him I muſt ſpeak with him inflanty, 
on, N of the utmoſt conſequence. ig. 
Ves, Madam. | Exit. 
N . Mild. Oh! Narciſſa! [Walking about in 5 
_ Sift, But why, Madam, ſhould you make yourſelf ſo. 
8 very uneaſy? Mr. Melmoth is a worthy ae 5 
Mrs. Mild. Talk not td me of his worth — 
Sift. And the young people, heaven bleſs them ! | 
were paſſionately fond of one another. RSS”. 
Mrs. Mild. Ah! too paſſionately—— 
"Sift. Then Mr. Melmoth is— _ 5 
MM. Mild. You know not what he 1 is, Sift : nor can 
I tell you. . 


Enter Servant. 
ES. My lord Courtly, Madam. 5, | 
* Mrs. Mild. Shew him up. © [Exit Servant. | 


See that colonel Camply be found immediately, Sift, 


[Exit Sift. | 
Enter Lord Courtly. = = 
\ Ok 1 wy lord, I am the moſt terrified and diſtreſſed „ 
of women. The delight of my heart, the wiſh of 
' yours, my darling Narciſſa- 
| Court. Narciſla ! what of Narciſſa, Madam? you 
== alarm me beyond expreſſion. Surely no accident — _ 
= Mrs. - Mild. Yes, the moſt dreadful accident in 
E. the moſt ſudden and unexpected manner is the es * 
with you "E Melmoth for Scotland. _ . 
Court. Then are my hopes at an end. | 
- Mrs. Mild. Not ſo, my lord, if their deſi be pre- 
vented. They cannot be got far as yet. ere! lord- 
7 ſhip will aſſiſt me in immediately purſuing them. | 
- Court. If my preventing Narciſſa's marriage with «il » 
Mr. Melmoth, might induce her to beſtow her heart on 
me, Madam, you might command me: but 1 fear 
hearts are not to be transferred, and ſhe has now given 
a ſufficient proof on whom ſhe has freely beſtowed bers. 
I cannot therefore think of robbing another of what he 
bas ſo good a right to poſſeſs, 3 I had not the | 
merit of a ſucceſsful rival. . . 
Meg. Mild. Alas, my lord, Mr. Melmoth. « can be OY | 
rival. 
Court. You A me indeed, Madam; with: the 
diſcovery of a circumſtance i in my favour. gar 
| I . | Mrs. Mild. 8 5 


& 
- * 


. 
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Mrs. Mild. It is this very circumſtance, my lord, 


as apgravates my preſent diſtreſs ; as I now fear, that, 


37 


inſtead of contributing to your e it 8 _ | 


tend to my miſery. _ 
Court. What is it then, Madam 5 | f 
Mrs. Mild. In the preſent ſituation of things; my 
lord, I cannot refuſe to impart it to you; though T 


% 


have reaſon for eoncealing i it a while from all the world 


befides..--Mr. Melmoth is Narciſſa's brother. 
Curt. Narciſſa's brother ! 


Mrs. Mild. By the moſt . means, 4 this | 


day diſcovered it; therefore, my lord 


Court. Nay, Madam, if that be the caſe; but are 


you certain ? 


Mrs. Mild. Moſt certain ;---therefore make no delay. | 
Narciſſa cannot be Mr. Melmoth's ; ſhe may be yours, 


and be happy.---All depends on the moment. 


Court. Then be aſſured, Madam, I will give you a 


good account of my time. Your ſervants will aſſiſt 


me to procure the means of purſuit, and depend ont 


you ſhall ſpeedily hear from me. 
Mrs. Mild. One thing more, my lord: Ik either per- 
ſuaſion or force may effe& their return, let the circum- 


ſtance of their affinity be as yet kept a ſecret OLIN | 


I have particular reaſons for it. 


Court. I ſhall obey your commands, W [Exit; 
Mrs. Mild. Who waits there? John! Thomas I at- 
tend upon his lordſhip.—-Well, now L am-fomething. - 
The inconſiderate fugitives wil be Grete | 
Inconſiderate indeed! but alas, had it been otherwiſe, 


_ eaſier. 


how innocent had been their crime]! How happy is it, 


ar 


that, through all the various accidents of life, there is an 


over-ruling providence, which often preſerves us from 
the ill con equences of our own indiſcretions! 


with the curtains drawn: 


Furn. [Speaking Iow |] This Fay, Pattak _ 
1% Chairm. Which way your honour pleaſes. 
2d Chairm,' Ay, I thought young madam would not 
5 ve LIVE. going ont of town to nisi | iS xeunt. 
'® | 


5 


[Brit 


2 8 


. - 
| SCEN E IV. 4 Street near Lord Courtly's Hoa. : 
Enter Furnival, diſguiſed in d Chak, follewed by a ww 
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taken; but I was only bid to follow them, and ſo, ite, 
prez, ſequar.---[Gong off, flops ſbort.]---Hey day! they 
turn into a houſe !---Sure that is more than we bargain- X 
ed for. I hope there is no miſtake here. Drinking to E 
beſure depreſſes the judgment, though it elevates the 
imagination: if potation, however, deprives a man of 
his diſcretion, it gives him courage to face the perils 
it leads him into. Not that 1 am ſo tipſy as to be ver 
valtapt neither ; though I did get rather a cup too ark 
in Waiting, ere the dog-trotting ſcoundrels were put in 
motion.---But I have claſſical authority for taking a 
chearful glaſs in the evening, Ut vites pœnam de po- 
tibus incipe cænam. OT OT OV 
4 Enter young Melmo tn. - 
T. Melm. Syllogiſm! What are you doing here? 
Where is Narciſſa ? Did not I bid you watch her com- 
ing out of the rooms, and follow her chair? — 
Syllag You did, Sir, and ſo | have. It is juſt gone 
into that houſe. _ e 
N. Melm. Into a houſe! you muſt have miſtaken 
ſome other chair for hers, What a blockhead ! why 
. you're half drunk; you can't ſee. . 
HSileg. No, no, Sir, it is no deception ; as ſure as 
vou ſtand there, I ſaw the chair, that brought Narciſſa 
from the rooms, go into that houſe, © 
1 N Ist poſlible! For heaven's fake who lives 
mete? . 5 
Slg. Why, Sir, that I was poſing myſelf about, 
wy when you came in. 3 cons = 
YT, Melm. As live, lord Courtly's old lodgings.  *'-* 
Slleg. Yes, Sir, and now I recolleR, I believe his 
new ones too. I think I ſaw ſome of his ſervants about 
the door to-day. . 5 1 
N. Melm. Was ſhe brought hither by her own direction: 
\ Syllop. Faith, Sir, I can't tell; but it certainly muſt be 
with her own conſent, or otherwiſe ſhe would have pre- 
oo, TO | 
elm. And why did not ym? | | + ©  - 
Sag. Nay, Sir, you know my orders were only to 
"Tee the chair ſafe where it was carried to, and there to | 
leave it. So, Sir, I walked a chalk after it, as ill as a 
moufe all the way. ä 
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. Melm. But you knew whither it was * why 
| aid not you make the fellows keep ftrait forward. 
Dll. Upog my word, Bir, I found it a little diffi- 
cult to keep quite ſtrait torward myſelf. Beſides. Sir, 
| I thought x 5 fellows muſt _ their way about the 
i. town better than I did. 
. Melm. What can be this meaning 0 of a ® Sire 
Narciſſa does not intend to jilt me ! to give her hand 
to lord Courtly after all! Ono ! that is impoſſible 
{Goes out at the fide of the ſcene, looking' up at the bouſe 
Hllog. : Impoſſible! ah, Sir, ſo you. faid, you know, 
when you heard of your father's death but under Cor- 
rection, Sir, it is juſt as poſſible for a young lady to give 
away her heart, as for an old gentleman to give up the 
| ghott.---[nconſtancy and intemperance are both fatal in 
their conſequences: 3==-[Hicups]=-- But then thoſe conſe» = | 
quences are ſo very common, that there are matches. 
broke off, and funerals performed to every part of En- 
1 N Suns daily z and for that matter, Sir, under correction 5 
. Melm. ¶ Retur ning.] Ha!] the door en 1 1 5 
back, Syllogiſm, ſomebody is coming. | | 
| [They retire to the back of the aner 
„ Narciſſa and Furnival. 
| Ave -=- [Speaking enterin ng 1 inſiſt upon going, 1 


i Sir; 3-let go wy hand, Sir; 3 hat 1 1s the me of * 5 
-jofs 3 . | 


5 Furn. You e not riſk the” danger, Madam, of 
5 going at this time of night alone. Bj 
_ _ » -Narc: I can be no where in ſo much danger as in 7 
5 laying with you. _ 
| Furn. Mw but Mr. Melmoth will be here immedi. — 
1 ately, Madam. = 


T. Melm. [Coming *. He i is ; here already, Sir, 
Furn. Hal 


Marc! Oh! Mr. Melmoth what a villainous trick = 

y has been play d us? 
Y. Melm. Pray, Sir, how came this lady: here? KR. _ 

to what purpoſe? _ | 
Frurn. You ſhou'd aſk the one of the MEN wks 10 
brought her, Sir; and the other of the lady 3 
2 doubtleſs directed them. = 
7. Melm. Come, Sir, no ſhuffling. Hoy came you = 

| to mention vey tha as a eee for detaining her? F 

440 | FOE —Expe 
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| -—-Expe& to be called toa ſevere account for this * 
of treachery. 

Furn. Faith, "I my deſign v was, wks to oblige my 
friend lord Courtly, i in preventing the lady's elopement. 
T. Melm. And what right had either you or Lan _—_ | 

| to pry into, or controul her actions? 

- Furn. Nay, Sir, I ſhall not enter into the matter. of | 
right, as the lady has nothing to complain of, but being 
prevented committing an act of diſobedience. But, 
vonder I ſee comes my lord himſelf with the ſervants 
of the family, to conduct the young lady home. 
J. Melm. Confuſion; how cou'd we be thus betray'd? | 

Narc. Betray 'dindeed !.and by what infamous means! 
I did not think my lord Courtly cou'd have deſcended to 
ſuch baſeneſs, or my mama have abetted it. But they 
ſhall reap no advantage from the ſucceſs of it. Lead 
che way, Mr. Melmoth, and Pl follow ms — a] 
Z. Melm. Syllogiſm, ſtand to your arms 5 | 
_ )Syllog. Ves, Sir, and I'll make any body elſe and t. too, 

: 85 fall, that offers to. moleſt you. [Brandiſbing a cudgel. 

. : "Enter Lord Courtly with ſervants. : 

| :\ Crake, Ha; 3 Narcifſa! and Mr. Melmoth ! fortunate. 
5 encounter [---[To the Corſo. wy ] Stand back till you are 


Called for. | [Servant retire. 


_ otherwiſe ; 


Y. Melm. Perhaps not fo fortunate as Op imagine, 
my lord.— 
Court. For you I am Gang, it is: 1 as for 5 — . 
the ſervice I may do you both, will at leaſt entitle me 
to your gratitude. 
Marc. If you, are ſerious, my ford; your abſurdity. 
borders on impertinence ; if you mean to be ironical 
you are extremely ridiculous. 85 
© Court. I flatter myſelf, Madam, you will 2 think 1 
d that however unſucceſsful I have hi- 
therto been, ſhall, for my aſſiduity to night; be re: 
warded with your good opinion. 
_  Narc. Indeed, my lord, you are egregiouſly miſtaken, 
 Whatextravagance! To employ your baſe paraſite to 
"decoy me to your houſe, and flatter yourſelf to obtain 
my good opinion of it. Indeed, indeed, my lord, this is 


one of Fhe JETS inſtances of ſelf adulation I ever met 
with, | | | 51:28 3" 5. 


OY 


16s REES <5 | " | Court. 
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Court. Decoy you to my houſe, Madam! 1 dont 
underſtand you. 


Furn. Indeed, Madam 1—17˙ Narciſa.] Ican anſwer 
for his lordſhip's innocence in that particular. 


1 his innocence. 


-—But come, Narciſſa, [offering to go] we loſe time. 


precipitate. Mrs. Mildmay entreats, nay inſiſts that you 
vill eee farther without conſultin friends. | 
. Melm. One of whieh, I preſume, is your 
lordſhip. No, no, my lord, we have leſt too much 
time by your contrivance already n ſtand 
aſide, if you pleaſe— | 
Court. Nay, but for your own fakes. _ — 
MWurc. For our own fakes, wy lord, or yours! Hay 
ba, ha! 
7 Court. This is no place to enforce my own preten- ; 
> fions:: I act now only in obedience to Mrs. Mildmay.; 


3 


who charged me, to ſay, that all TR human and. * 4 15 £ 


vine, oppoſe your union. 
T. Melm. Very pathetic indeed, my lord ! Haz ha, 
ha? 
Frurn. Aide. ] I muſt e this motion. . ven 
Melmoth.] Ves, Sir, and as the lady i is a minor, the laws 
of England too·— 

Y.: Melm. Oh, Sir, we ſhall not e to breaks the. 


laws of England, *till we get into Scotland - to that 
- you may ſpare your rhetorick. + 


Court. On my honour, Madam, you cannot be the | 

= © wite of Mr. Melmoth: 3 

19 Narc. But I ſuppoſe I might be yours, my lord, ir 
1 aſpired to that dignity, and fo in return for me . 
extraordinary friendſhip 1 promiſe you; that when 1 

1 find I cannot be Mr. nen Iwill give! my" 1 8 

mm to your 1 

Court. If I ſhould take you at your word, Madam. 4.7 


Warc. I will certainly oy it and ſo now, 1 hope 


* 


8 are ſatisfied. | „ 
Court. But Narciſſa! . I 

. Narc. Your humble ſervant, of lord. | 
"ages Mr. Menon FE EN | 

| ? 15 We ai; im, 


- Ad a 
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Marc. Yes, yes, we ſhall, n take your word Ty 
. Melm. Be 3 Sir, to anfver for your own 


Court. [interpojing.) Let me intreat you. not to be too 


26% 
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7 Mel. My lord, your moſt obedieut. Come Nar- 
| a we'll take this way poor lord Courtly l Ha, ha, 
r {Exit young Melmoth and Warciſſa. 

_ Court. Madneſs anti. folly ! 7 raſh and reſolute 
At all hazards they muſt be ptevented. Mrs. 1 | 
muſt unfold the ſecret. Advance there Barriſter, 
ſue and detain them tilt I. return ves the young lady” $ 


mother. | Exit. 
Furx. Follow me. [Purnival and ſervants going ta 
8 


- Syllog. [oppoſing them.) Hold, hold; Mr. Barriſter, 

| not a ep farther, if you pleaſe. —And you, gentlemen, 
keep back I charge you, as you ſet a (tore by your re- 

ſpective pericraniums.— Brandiſhing his cudgel, ' which 
the ſervants make a ſhew of reſi Rings with their flicks. 
Furn. What does the fellow mean? 

Syllog. Pll e you, Mr. Barrifter, {Throwing apen 
Eis great coat, and ſhewing a.blunderbuſs flung over his 

' Jhoviders.) Do you ſee this curious piece of ert it 

Cyataior very weighty reaſons againſt you, I aſſure you. 
Furn. A blunderbuſs loaded with llugs, 1 ſuppoſe ! 
a powerful way of arguing indeed! | 

'Syleg. This, Sir, is the ultima ratio dialeRici, ined | 
is the moſt effectual argumentum ad hominem in the 

pings ſyſtem of logick. 8 
{Preſents the piece to the e a fart back, 
Furn, Is the man mad, or drunk? 

2 Serv. Be which he willy "Mrs we had. better retire, 
for fear of miſchief. 

Syllag. Yes, Sir, yon bad en take good advice, 
and retire, for fear of miſchie. 

Furn. Wou'd the wretch commit — Bike 44s: 
 Sy/log. Not downright murdrum; as you 10 
wou'd call it; but being a little inebriated, one's han 

is apt to wake, and this damned trigger here has ns 
catch. I Plays with the lock of the piece, auith the mauth 
turned towards Furnival] Beſides, Sir, J am placed here 
| upon duty ; and by all the rules of war and logick, if 
vou proceed vi et armis, I muſt oppoſe you by the ſame 
mode of ratiocination; therefore give up che poiat, ye 
ſcoundrels, ¶ Turning about, and preſenting the piece at 


. ſervants}. or I will let fly ſuch a ſhower of majors 5 | 


and minors among you, as ſhall make. you tremble for 
the e lc fbe ſervants run off. 


- with 


„ 
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Furn. What, all gone! then I think I may as well 
withdraw my plea too. His lordſhip will certainly be 
nonfuited. =  . [ſneaksoffs 
2 2701.71.  Syllopimilees, 8 
| So! the enemy hath made his retreat, and the day's 
my own. Egad I think I have diſplayed: my proweſs 
pretty well here. ——— hope by this time my ge- 
neral hath carried off the ſpoils of the field, and then 1 
ſhall have nothing to do but make an end of my ſupper, 
and ſing Te deum for the victory with a health to the 
King. Tol de rol, tol de rolf ſhoulders bis blunger- 

. Guſsand ſtruts off hum ming the tune of the Belleiſle march. 


6 


1 


* a £- . * 
* N A 1 


426-7 e , 

1 26 SCENE the Patade. 
Enter general Melmoth and Colonel Camply. 5 
1 General Melmo t. 


72 & 


THAT was unlucky, colonel—and fo the young 
| tolks were intercepted in their flight 
C. Camp. By the lady's mother, Sir; who, being 
early informed of their intention, was by the aid and 
advice of lord Courtly at the place of rendezvous before 
they ſet off. For my own part, apprehenſive that my - 
aſſiſtance would be called for, I purpoſely kept oui of 
0 ꝰ inane tobe ot OR 8 

G. 1 And how takes my kinſman his rival's in- 
terpoſition in this affair > Have you ſeen him to daß? 
Ci. Camp. Juſt now; and horribly mortified at his 
difappointment, T-affure you. He had juſt diſpatchd 
« hot id enn 8 
6. Mel. A challenge! ha] colonel !— a mettled ſpark! 


- 


But we muſt have no fighting, if it can be decently = 


prevented: the conſequences may be fatal. 
C. Cam. I don't ſee how Mr. Melmoth can recede, 
general; he muſt call his lordſhip to account for his 
leſt nights mibehaviour.. . 
S. Mel. Well, but you may be his ſecond, colonel, 


and prolong the ceremonials till I have had ſome talk 


With the young lady's mother. I promiſed yeſterday to 


| endeavour to conciliate matters with her relations, had 
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he gone off with my kinſman to Scotland; I can do no. 


leſs than try how far my influence may extend now. If 


Mrs. Mildmay's oy es to young Melmoth be mere- 
ly founded on his ſuppoſed want 

readily obviated; and if lord Courtly be as you ſay, a 
man of ſenſe and principle, be will give up the point; 
and no longer endeavour to divide two young people, 
whoſe hearts ſeem form'd for each other. O 1 here 


| comes Mr, Alderman Lombard. 


S. Mel. I had a meeting with him laſt night, to ſet⸗ 
tle the affair of my executorſhip ; when I took an op- 
portunity to mention yours with his daughter, Sophia; 


as alſo your electioneering buſineſs; in which he does 
not meet with the encouragement he expected; ſo that 


you may not find him fo refractory as you imagined. 

I have taken ſome ſteps towards your reconciliation ? 
C. Cam. This is ſo kind andobliging i in you, general— 
G. Mel. Nay, no compliments, my dear colonel ; 


while dead to family connexions myſelf, I live but, for 


the ſervice of my friends. 
Enter alderman Lombard. 
| tao ies Mr. Alderman.— - 
| Lomb. Good morrow to you, ie —(to Camp) 
your bumble ſervant, Sir. 


G. Mel. Colonel Camply, Mr. Lombard; a gentleman 


| extremely deſirous of a more intimate acquaintance with 
Fer. 


1 am none to his name, and pretenſions. „ 


. Mel. To both which, Sir, I hope you will ſoon 


be reconciled. 


Lomb. I don't know that, -Sir,—You ſet up for a, | 


| | botough, it ſeems, that I want to get for myſelf. 


C., Cam. I do, Sir, at the general requeſt of the con · 5 
Ly An Lars. | 


Lomb. And you put up for a daughter too, whom i 


perhaps J have a mind to keep to myſelf. 


G. Mel. What, if you can _ diſpoſe of her to advati- 
tage, and make her happy in a good huſband, Mr. 
Lombard! No, no. 1 dare fay you are too. good: a fa- 0 


- ther for that. 


[ © 4. Lomb. Why, to be ſure, general, if I could "dive" 
4 1 ES ber happineſs, and * influence in the borough 
Zr ame time | S. Mel. 


- 
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fortune, they are 


Lomb. I 1 it Sir,—Tho' a  firanger to his perſon, 
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| ring mater with my friend, the colonel.” You own'd, 


Mr. Lombard the force of the arguments I made uſe of 


laſt night. — I ſhall now therefore, leave the diſcuſhon 


of the matter to yourſelves ; here, Mr ome buſineſs of 


conſequence to diſpatch. elſewhere. Mr. Lombard, your 
moſt obedient. Exit. 


Lanb. General, your ſervant —Wel, younggentleman 


whar i is it you have to propoſe ? 


C. Cam. Sir, if you pleaſe to ſtep to my lodgings, 


we may there talk the matter over a little. 


Lomb. Look ye, Sir, if you love my daughter, ) you 
muſt give up the borough. _ 
C. Cam. Sir, I have the nin regard for both, and 


doubt not I ſhall be able to ſatisfy you. 
Lomb. Tam not ſo ſoon fatisfied, Sir, — 
C. Cam, This way, Sir, if you * ER | 


„ 
* 4 . — 


Lom. My daughter or the borough Sir,—take. your 
choice-Sophy or INT ys I ſtick to that. 
|  [Exeunt, 


hk 4.5 ENE II. Mr. Mildmay's. 
| Enter Mrs. Mildmay and Sift... _ 
» Mrs. Mild. Well, Sift, and what have you learned 


8 " this morning pe: 


Sift. O lord, Madam, i it is eradlly 281 gueſy'd 8 


5 What Mr. Melmoth told Narciſſa, Mr. legion told moos 
| 1 knew it was a fib the moment I heard it. 


Mrs. Mild. But how are you aſſur'd of it to day by: 


— - - Sift. From colonel Camply's own mouth, W 3 
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. Med. Both: which ! dare ſay. you will, in concili: 
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wWbo call'd me into the parlour this morning, and began 85 
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to catechiſe me like a ſchool- maſter. Mrs. Sift, ſays he, 
What makes you abroad ſo early? What, your ladies 
© have ſent you out upon the enquiry, Iſuppoſe: I know 
_ theyare curious and inquiſitive. —Indeed, Sir, fays''Þ, 
you know no lady in our houſe half ſo inquiſitive as'my+* .- | 
ſelf, Well, ſays he, what's the news then, at home? Why, 


Sir, ſays I, we hear. that Mr. Melmoth's father is dead, 


Mr. Melmoth was ſon to the ſtrange gentleman who viſited 


505 . yeſterday. Ay, Sift, ſays he, while that gentleman - 
5 TR Mr. Melmoth's fortunes are 18 "the hands of a fa 
: | 1 . = 


and has diſinherited him. Diſinherited him ! ſays he, 9 
an idle ſtory, Sift, an idle ſtory, there is nothing init. —So | ; 
I thought, an pleaſe your honour, ſaid I, for I underſlood 


ba ES, 
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ther. —Oh, ma' am, I'm poſitively certain it is as 1 fir 
ſug eſted. — g 


Is. Id. Then ſo far all i is well; but did you learn 
nothing more ? 
Aft. Oh, yes, ma'am ; you wanted to know if the z 
tlewan was mat tried or not: but that ſeems to be a doubt! 
Mrs. Mild. A doubt! Did colonel Camply lay it was 
a doubt! | 
Sift. No, madam, I did not think that a proper queſ- 
tion to put the colonel, But Mrs. Tiptoe, bis honour's 
houſe-keeper, with whom I had a little confab after- 
wards, over-heard the e tell her maſter yeſter= 
day, that he was married. 
It. Mild. How then is it a doubt?—[afide.] Oh 
no ! my fears are true, and I muſt ſtill be wietched. 
Sift... Why, it ſeems, madam, the EY. pot 
bis wife. Fee 
Mrs. Mild. Loft her How? OO 
Sift. Nay, ma'am, I know nothing more than that 
he can't find her; ſo that at leaſt ſhe is loſt to him. He | 
bas not ſeen ber, 1 find, theſe twelve years paſt : though, 
by his own account, which is a little extraordinary, he 
| has been looking for her almoſt from one pad of? 115 
= world to the other. 
| Ars. Mild. Good heavens ! my hopes revive. 
Sift. The colonel, adviſes him, if he don't find her 
ow, to look out for another: but he is one of your 
cConſtant ſwains it ſeems; and-declares, that if his firſt 
love cannot be found, ſhe ſhall certainly he his laſt.— 
Whether the gentleman. will keep his word or not, is 
another affair. But this is all I could learn of the wats 7 
ter, madam, as it ſtands at-preſent. - 3 
Mrs. Nlild. I ais ſatisſied. [ aſide.] Is he chen tune 710 
one he thought unfaithful? and can he ſtill remember 
me with tenderneſs ? [to Sift.] Go, leave me, Sift; 1 
N Narciſſa coming. — i, 0 lRxil cre 8 
5 Enter Nareiſſa. 8 i 
Well, Narcifſa, I hope, that, on reflection, you ate 
conviaci of the danger and impropriety of your beha - 
viour. Think, my dear, into what frightful perils your 
indiſcretion had betray d you. Believe me, child, ſuch 
unadvisd ene en e eat . diſobe- 
dience.— 


i ALES, 25 n were. I 3 
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„ Indeed, madam, 1 ſhudder at the reflection, and 
am hardly recover d from the terror into which your re- 
lation had thrown me.— But, with regard to Mr. Mel- 
moth's affinity, how was ĩt poſlible for mares? to have any 
ſuſpicion of it? 
* Mrs. Mild It i was not: but, in a matter of ; 
fo much importance, you ſhould not have acted fo . 
cipitately. | 

Marc. Nor ſhouldT, mama, ett not you 1 90 RY 
on the reſerve, and ſpoken of Mr. Melmoth-ſo diſreſpect- 
fully yeſterday morning. - But for the future, I am all 

obedience.— How would you have me beha ve to him 
now ?—as you faid ſo little to him laſt night, he will 
undoubtedly make me a viſit this morning. How am 
Ito reſiſt his ſolicitations, ür ebe Siving him 1 rea- 
ſons for it. 8 — 2 

Mrs. Mild. Cannot you turn eee on 4500 5 

ther ſubject ? I ſhall now very n come to an ee 5 
. nation with your father. | | : 
Marc. My father ! madam. © 
Mrs. Mild. Yes, Narciffa, that long loſt father, man 
you have heard me fo often lament, is now in Bath. I 
ſaw him yeſterday by accident, and to day intend to 
procure an interview ; which mould have been over, 
before I bad imparted this circumſtance, had not your 
laſt night's adventure anticipated the apa: of Mr, # 
_  Melmorh's being your brother. 
. - Narc. But, is it not ſtrange, madam, Wa he hould 
i ſay nothing to me of his father's arrival ? But, on the 
| contrary, ſhould tell me he was dead, and had difin- 
tell him? vo 
** Mrs. Mild I cannot divine vie TION for tack 7 | 
haviour. But, men in love, Narciſſa, are ſtrange crea» 
tures. He might do it, pofhbly, to make a trial of you! . 
regard for him.— | 
Warc. It muſt have been a ches Ain to idee me 
into that dangerous projes of elopement, "A" mg 
have prov'd ſo fatal, 

Mrs. Mild. It might be ſo; z and therefore it would 
not be amiſs, my dear, if you affect to reſent it as ſuch; 
nay, I would have you do it, were it only to give a pre- 

batatory check to his paſſion, before he knows that 
| 12 50 re his W It 270 be * oy me to ſee. him 
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yet, as welli in regard to what has paſe'd, as to the dan- 
er of betraying. a mother's affection too ſoon. I muſt .. 
peak firſt with your father. 
Marc. In what a fituation then, madam, do you leave 
your Narciſſa? Is it for me to act fo hard a part? Can 


Laffect to treat with diſregard, the man ſo late I lov'd? 


Alas! I find his image wanting here. The void it left, 
no brother can ſupply. —Oh ! my poor heart! 
Mrs. Mild. T ſhare, my dear Narciſſa, your diſtreſs ; 


and would not taſk. you with a mother's 3 


But, for this once, call up your reſolution :} an expla- 
nation yet were premature — But here he comes —1 


8 muſt retire, _ i Iii. 


' Narc. Then let my duty teach me to diſſemble. | 
Enter young Melmoth., : 
. be enters) Narcifſa! and alone! I ferred this 
happineſs had been denied me.—My dear, Narciſſa ! 1 
am glad to fee you look ſo charmingly to day.—I was 
afraid, the ill ſucceſs of our laſt night's adventure, 
might have had an effect upon your ſpirits, 
Marc. [In a trembling voice, being greatly diflurbed.] 


Not at all, Sir, I never was in better ſpirit in my life. 


T. Mel. Indeed! I wiſh I could ſay o- but our un- 
lucky diſappointment ! | 

Marc. {Still in perturbation.] Unlucky ! , 

. Mel. Cruelly ſo: we might, ere this, have been 


half. way on our journey; and, in a few hours more, 
at the end of it; — where we might have put it out of 


the power of accident to part us. 

Marc. For that very reaſon, Mr. Melmoth, may it 5 
be as well we were prevented ?— What to be tied toge- 
ther for life ! never to be parted ! Might we not, in 
time, have been tir'd of one another ; and, after that, 
have been moſt diſagreeable companions ? 

Y. Mel. Glad we were prevented] tir'dof one another! 


diſagteeable companions ! How different is this language, 
and this behaviour, Narciſſa, to that of yeſterday ? 


Marc. What if I ſhould have.chang'd my mand fince 
2 rer | 
T. Mel. Chang'd your miad, Narciſſa! 
Marc. Is it impoſſible, Sir? ?—Did. you never hear of a 


woman's changing her mind ? 


5 Met. * * have heard of e 
07 $7 changer. 
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Changes in women's 5 minds —bur you are not ry ear- 
neſt, Narciſſa? | 

| Narc. Indeed, Sie," I am at pb in no diſpoltion- 
for jeſting.— V 19 gravely and "Confuſed. as TR" the 
whole ſcene.] 

Y. Mel. And you are really iy we were prevented 
going to Scotland to be marr! ? Surely you diſſemble 
with mer 
*  Narc, Not in that, believe me, Sir.—I wid not 

bave gone off with you to Scored; and been married 
14 to you, for the world. 
J. Mel. Nay, then there is a His e inge Waun 


| for heaven's ſake, hy? What can have work'd this | 


aſtoniſhing alteration What have I done, or ſaid, or 
thought ? How am as that ſuch a change ſhould 

have happened in you? Some villain, envious of my 
_ happineſs, muſt have unjuſtly traduc'd, and blackend 
| my reputation. 

Marc. Why, ſomething bas been faid of you, it ſs 
be confeſs'd. But! it was ſo far from being to your dif. 
advantage, that, had I never had any knowledge of you 
before, it would have induc'd me to love and efteemd © 

ou as a brother, —But, with regard to your own be- 
haviour to me, Mr. Melmoth, I muft own it has been 


very exceptionable. How could you tell me, Sir, 2285 


your father was dead? 

T. Mel. He is, Nareiſſa— 

Marc. Fie, fie, Mr. Melmoth.—I am rn r WT Ig 
father is ſtill living; and, muſt freely declare, that 
were there not another man in the world, T would © 
on ive my hand to his ſon.—[afide, burſting into tears. 
| ow, I hope, my mama will be ſatisfied. Exit. 


= Mel. Do I tive ? Am] awake—[Tooking a ter her 


with aſtoniſhment. ]—Was that Narciffa or am I Frede 
ric Melmoth ? What can be the meaning of all this ? 
If ſhe be loſt, T know at leaſt who to thank for it. 
Lord Courtly ſhall pay dear for this officiouſnefs. cos; 
muſt and will havethis behaviour explained. Exit. 


| SCENE. III. Another apartment in the ſame houſe. 
Enter General Melmoth, ſbewn in by a ſervant. 


Serv. Pleaſe to walk this way, Sir, — Mrs. Mildmay | 


deſires to be at preſent excus'd ; but my young miſtreſs 
will. wait on you immediately. _ E * 


*-- Up 
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ther? certainly it is—he ſtri 


quences, which I am able to remove, 
berty of the preſent intruſion. 
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Enter Narciſſa. | 
. Met Madam your moſt. obedient. 7 15 
Narc, ¶ Aſide. I- Another Erle taſk ! Ts hh my . 
1 


4 es me with an awe l never 
t before. 


G. Mel. I am 3 wade. I cannot have che ple. 


fore of ſeeing Mrs. Mildmay.. 


Narc. [ Heſitating and confuſed, as through the whole 
of this ſcene.] You have then buſineſs with my mama, Sir. 
G. Mel. I have, madam ; but, as you are principally 


panevrned in it, Iſhall, with your leave, impart i to you. 
Nare. If it be ofimmediale conſequence, —other- 
wiſe I ſhould rather— _ | 
G. Mel. Nay, but young lady, it is of d ſequence, 


i and to you too: I am not to learn, with regard to your 
late generous | behaviour to Mr. Melmoth. I am a 


relation of his; and, apprehending your laſt night's 


diſappointment might have ſome i, There conſe- 
have taken the 


Narc. This openneſs of behaviour on your part, Sir, 


would be a reproach to any mean reſerve on mine. But 
Lam only at liberty to ſay, that the ditapheinement, as 


you call it, was afortunate one. 
G. Mel. Is it poſſible you can think ſo ? Then mut! 


3 1 miſinform'd. a 
Warc. You will excuſe me, Sir; ; but my mama bath 


fully -convinc'd me, that my intended marriage with 


1 War, Melmoth, would have er 1 improper. 


G. Mel. Improper! 

- Narc. Dreadiul l- | 

G. Mel. You attoniſh me, E 1 3 f What 
new folly hath he committed, then? to what baſeneſs 


deſcended, that ſhould make an nen with him de- 
ſerving ſuch an epithet? 


Marc. Don't eee bene ill the bigh-” 


3 eſt eſteem for Mr. Melmoth.; but m mama 


. Mel. Objects to, bis want of fortune; I know j it, 


- But if I convance her ſhe is miſtaken.— 


Marc. Yet even then, Sir, notwithſtanding the "BE 


| cere regard' J ſtill entertain f Mr. Melmoth, and the 


eat reſpect which, though a ſtranger, I feel for vou, 
could dot be indue d to liſten to t ſolicitations of 


N either. 
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1 ds” Sir, Lnever can marry any man 1 calls 
you father. — But Lean explain myſelf no farther. 
mama is, by this time, diſengag'd and will herſelf at- 
tend you. (Exit. 
* 08 Met What i is all this? Reſpet fag ales mar- 
Ty any man who calls me father !—Iam not young Mel- 
 moth's father; and if I were, what then? - unleſs but 
here comes the mother; ſhe may ſpeak more plainly, . 
r, Mrs. Mildmay. - [Who flands at a diſtance, and 
s at him with tenderneſs.] a 
Il Theg pardon madam; but—[bowing — | 
8 till looking full in ber 2 oh Ur 4g | 
back.] Sure—that face—I— *- 5 
„Ker. Mild. Mr. Wildman ! PIP 


6. Mel. Her voice too = Gncious powers A 4 is 
tis ſhe—it is my wife . 


8 Mild. Yes Jam your wiſe, your once beloved 
IIe. 
_ Mel. And ftill beloy come to my arcs; thay 
| long-loſt, injur'd woman.—[they meet and otras] 
Oh, my wife! 5 
Mrs. Mild. And art thou till my buſband?—l thought 
thou hadſt forgotten me. 5 
S. Mel. Forgotten thee | Oh, never, never. 
Mes. Mild. Haſt thou forgiven me too 7 
S. Mel. Forgiven thee, love Why, thou didltne- 5 
ver wrong me. 
Are. Mild Indeed, I did not zeven when you thought 4 
me guilty, I was innocent. 5 
6. Mel. I know thou wa, and tis in Knowing that, : 
that Pve ſo long been wretched —Yes, thou waſt in- 
„ nocent; but it was I, 'twas I, forgot the father and 
=> the huſband, and wrong d both thee and thin 8 
Mrs. Mild. Vet, I was indiſcreet, and much to-blame, 
7 GE. M. Idle recrimination | no.z you never were to 


| ery Mat, Jun, is Mildmay. [Tur "ING From 15 
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i Mrs, Mild. Nay, turn not from me -I perceive your 
— 44 x but they are vain and groundleſa ; my name's 
aflum'd like thine—For your embraces form d, and 

yours alone, theſe have Loom widow'd army cler ace 

- you left me 


G. Mel. My faithful 3 Came chen again to-mine, | 
* en for ever there. nn 1 


i 8 85 * * N ; = RY — 8 
: . PS Ms : . * 5 F 
Py 


0 by. WEN ©, 
* : : 
g 9 : . 
7 CEE | < 
j , 
; % 


" THE wiDowp wire 
* Mrs. Mild. Alas, my love, this meeting's like a viſion, 
EE You ſeem as one new riſen from the dead. 
. . Mel. Tis the rer union of dep pony fouls, Kos 
| by heav'n tomeet again above, with joy unutterable 


Mrs. Mild. Oh! ! ler So then, e k ey” n for fuch ; a 
meeting om. 


knows the ee ; pry N the f 
41 ſees mine oerflow with gtatit 
Enter Narciſſa. 

Mrs. Mild. Narciſſa, come, and take father's Denne! 

G. Mel. Is this my daughter too! a 
1 Narr. Oh! my father Ihn. 
= G. Mel. 1 will, but need not, bleſs PTY Heaven hath 
3 been ſo mich kinder to thee than thy fate. 

_ bo [Raiſes her up, . embraces ber.” 
Fg Enter young Melmoth, Ws > 
| "Mrs. Mild. Welcome, my F rederic, to a mother's ; 
arms. | | 
7. Mel. Do you, then, give your hay ter to my II” 
| wither ? Thus let me en, give"or the ee voy | | 

—[Kneeling, and kiſſing Mrs. Mildmay's band; then riſ- 
| ing and turning to Narc „ will Narciſſa ratify 
= the rant? 
Wuarc. [In a tone of great contern.] indeed, brother— 
* apy: not what to ſay.— - BIT} 5 

Y. Mel. Brother ! Narciſſa! 46 
S. Mel. Whence this miſtake 7 — [to Mrs. Mildmay * 
We have alas! no ſon: our Frederic 1 oer boy, 
13 long ſince, in India. 

„. Mild. Then r wy hopes and fears alike been 5 
e,, 1 
: Nara ¶ fd in in a tone of j ey and | furprice:}—Again | I 
5 feel my ſwelling heart replete— 13 

VPP ES 
| © Narc. And you are not my brother een at lalt "Y | 
[Yo young Melmoth. 
| 7 Mel. ont brother, Narciſſa No; dear as 1 
8 love a ſiſter, I would not be your brother for 
the world. I ſee through the whole ww your ſtrange 
behaviour now. 
= 0G. Mel. [To Mrs. Mildmay. 1-—This youn gentleman, 
= - Bos ads is crak to a diſtant. nen lately" des : to 
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ha fortune he is heir, and to whoſe laſt will I n 


executor. | 
Marc. Hoity toity? here's a ta 4 Kain voravalld, 
| fat : Mel: Ade. * been Imoth. is ne a 
7 er qr. | 
— htd Courtly, dnss by a/ * ; 
9 9 e Lord Courtly, madam. Exit Sev. | 


Court. Ladies and gentlemen your ſervant. - Happily 
aſſembled, I hope. — [turning to young Melmoth. I pre- 
ſume, Mr. Melmoth is, by this time, convinc'd of the 


WE rk of the angry billet he ſent me this morning. 25h 


| he miſtake we both lay under, my lord, at 

once juſtiſies your behaviour and my reſenement. 
| Court. Fortunately for me, however, that miſtake 
drew a promiſe from the amiable Narciſſa; which, I 
__ myſelf, ſhe is too generous to forget. 


Marc. It is true, my lord, I did promiſe to give you | 


my hand, if Mr. Melmoth could not accept it: and, if 


you had come ſome few minutes ago, I ſhould have been 


terribly'/puzzl'd what to ſay to you. But I can now 


keep my word, without your reaping any advantage 
| 1 my promiſe — 1 


Court. Madam ! Mrs. Mildmay, what have I to hope? | 


Mrs. Mild. Indeed, my lord, my preſent perplexity of | 
joy and ſurprize, makes me as incapable of expreſſing © 
my obligations, as the event puts it out of my power 


to requite them. Narciſſa is not Mr. Melmoth's fiſter ; 


but, inſtead of a brother, ſhe hath found a father, and a 
I a huſband; to whoſe guidance and proteRtion. we now 


are ſubject. 


G. Mel. With your leave then, madam, Mr. Mel f : 5 5 


moth ſnall be yet your ſon. 


F. Mel. Then have I found, inis * loſt a 1 5 


[ Bowing to general Mel mot h who advances to embrace him. 


Mrs. Mild. As to the preference * once gave your 
lordſhip— 


Court. It lays me under an obligation, madam, that, 


in the preſent circumſtances, makes all apology needleſs. 
Narc. Generoufly faid ; is not it, Mr. Melmoth? 


Indeeg, my lord, I wiſh you a better wife than I ſhould 


have made you. 


Court, And I you, madam, all happineſs, with abuſe. 3s 2 | 


band that deſerves you. 
""% . 
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2 l. 1 ſhall endeavour. to. merit the complimen 
my lord. * 
Enter alderman Lombard, , colonel Cainply and Sophia. 

Lomb. Your ſervant, gentlemen and ladies. You 
' ſeem to be mighty well pleas'd here : my daughter 90- 
Phra and the colonel have let me a little into ſomething.— 

S. Mel. Oh, Camply ! oh, my friend, behold my in- 

750 much wrong d wife and daughter ! e 

Camp. Is it poſſible! 

1 How, how? the widow Mildmay, Melmoth's 
wife ! 

G. Mel. 1 ſee you refill wich wonder ! I could, i bo 
: 10 ed, relate a tale moſt wonderful, but that the . 
of joy prevents its utterance. 
| Lomb; Well then, we'll wait, general, "ill you are a 
little more ſorrowful.— In the mean time, I muſt inform 
you, that I have ſettled matters with 890 — 
Camply. | | 
S. Mel. Tam glad of it, Sir. 8 

Limb. Ay, ay, my daughter and the 8 g0 to- 
gether, There, take her, colonel ; and make her juſt 
as good a huſband as ſhe proves a wife for my own 
part, I ſhall defer my matrimonial project to another 


opportunity : and, I think, it would not be amiſs if =. 
_ lordſhip follows my example. 


Court: Sir, I hope I ſhall always have generoſity 
temper enough, to rejoice in the happineſs of ot - 
| though not directly conducive to my own. _ 

G. Mel. Such a diſpoſition, my lord, cannot go long 
unrewarded. Your lordſhip will do me honour in per- 
mitting me to cultivate.a Father acquaintance with it. 
But, from the events of to-day, we may ſee how inef- 
fectual are all attempts to ſeparate thoſe whom love hath. 
united, and heaven one's for ach other. ST 


# 


Iss un wa} 
3 ; * Were 


e py Mr. HOLLAND. 
| = ain the public ear, the man of rhimes. 
Should alzways ſpeak the language of the times * 


And little elſe bath been of late in Bearing „ 


* Than terms and phraſe: of Elefioneering. 
Dur author therefore ſends me to aſſure, I”. 
Moriby and free electors of Old Drury, 

How happy be. ſhould prove, if it content you, 

| That be be one of thoſe who repreſent u 

The flate Poetic, Jaws and legiſlature, 
Like the Political in form and nature; 
 Phebus, the Nine, and Bards of reputation, 

| King, Peerage, Commons, of the ſcribbling nation. 
Now from Parnaſſus' throne the Prince of M. its 
It ſeems, - hath iſſued out bis royal writ. 
For a new member. No offence to 
To a late worthy repreſentative ; 
Ibo, risn to favour, bath from us retreated, 
And mongſt the Lords of tother houſe is ſeated, — 
His ſervice loſt, preſuming you may need bim, 
The preſent candidate would fain ſucceed him. _ _. 
Mot that he wainly boaſts, on this occaſion, 7 

| He met encouragement from your perſuaſion ; 

Or that both friends, who love, and foes, * bate bm, 
| 3 been unanimous to nominate bim. 
 *Tis for this loyal borough his affefion, 


And patriot zeal, that make him riſk ib election 7 21 * * OY 


To his conflituents ſubjed to controul ; 
| With whoſe good leave, he means to fland the pd, "A 
Truſting ſecure lo their impartial choice: _ 


The town uncanvaſsd for a fingle woicez' FR = 


Nay, brib'd no brother burgeſs bard of note, 
Mer by. corruption gain d one critick's vote. 


Too proud to beg, too modeſt to demand, 35 . 2 
By merit only would he fall or lands © of 1 Y 


Nor enmity nor friendſhip interfering, 
He only aſks a fair and candid bearing. 
If, after that, you ſhould with ſcorn reje# bim, | 


Or make one honeſt ſcruple to ele him, . 
Hell lay his unadviſed [cheme ads, {i ak 2 3 3 
. _ hy: e Nor Geli . 
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„ No, matter what the _ 725 of W | F * 1 
Creud hither ev . 2 „„ 
"The Bard, ha Fed, ws . e „„ 
Gets ek beter fr ater; 2A 3 
= arm'd oo His ful ward ; your Fee 5 On.” N 
And me, þ by licence, make a Doctor, pray; N 
Suppoſe 1555 gown, 4 ſait of velvet, Plain, - NE th SLED | 
10 a gold butten, dud this tan a ane tt en oro wn 
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e 22 ent, you know ate taken docun; . l „C 
Call me — fellow, bat y il, 5 8 WK 
Pl l your pulſes all,. and 75 my fell. W 
e pulſes, of the-boxes firſt ¶ fel. — 3 
4.0 UE blen, eating wil their. thoughts N 
. 8 ns aQts the doctor Kelig OY * 
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